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Rev. Bill Reeves

There is a sin

Matt. 12:22-32


Well, I've adjusted here. Turn in your Bibles to Matthew chapter 12. 


22Then one was brought to Him who was demon-
possessed, blind and mute; and He healed him, so that 
the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. 23And all 
the multitudes were amazed and said, “Could this be 
the Son of David?” 

24Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This 
fellow does not cast out demons except by 
Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons.” 

25But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: 
“Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to 
desolation, and every city or house divided against itself 
will not stand. 26If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided 
against himself. How then will his kingdom stand? 
27And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do 
your sons cast them out? Therefore they shall be your 
judges. 28But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of 
God, surely the kingdom of God has come upon 
you. 29Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and 
plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong 
man? And then he will plunder his house. 30He who is 
not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather 
with Me scatters abroad. 

31“Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy 
will be forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the 
Spirit will not be forgiven men. 32Anyone who speaks a 
word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but 
whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be 
forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come. 

Well, pray for people who are going through hard times and going through 
things. We would like to find a time to rejoice in the blessings. But sometimes 
we need to understand that He's with us. Through the good times and even 
through the bad times. We go through that together with Him, and there's so 
much that we can learn. 


Begin to connect the 
conflict between the 
Spirit and Satan. 
Observe the demon 
possession. 
Note the Pharisees, 
claiming that Jesus 
did this miracle by 
the power of Satan. 
Observe Jesus’ claim 
to have done this by 
the Spirit of God. 
Jesus always did 
things by the Spirit 
and in agreement 
with what his 
Father’s will. (Our 
perfect example) 

Putting this together, 
note the definition of 
the blasphemy 
against the spirit 
that cannot be 
forgiven.



2

Well, have you ever thought about sins people might commit that just aren't 
forgivable?


On a personal note, have you ever thought you committed a sin that keeps 
haunting you, making you feel like you're not forgiven? When it comes to sin, 
people are very good at it. And some people do very awful things. Can you get 
to a place where you've gone too far and it's unforgivable? 


In Sunday school, we were listening to Dr. Wayne Stiles speak. He was at the 
one place, if I go to Israel, that's where I want to go. And it's at a national park in 
Israel, way down by the port of Elah. This tabernacle right there in that park. The 
Baptists get kicked around a lot. But anyway, the Baptist group built this 
tabernacle, and it's the one place I want to go. Um, it’s a wonderful replica. 


I had an opportunity this week. I was, uh, Marcus on the website, uh, for Legacy. 
He had recorded two sermons by Pastor. Some of you may have been here; it 
was nineteen ninety, nineteen ninety-one. Okay, I was probably with the kids, uh, 
but I looked at these two sermons because they had the same title. Now, you 
know, I am an evil man, so I'm thinking: why would Pastor preach the same 
sermon about the mercy seat in a year? And then, of course, I said, no, he 
wouldn't do that. Why did Marcus redo the sermon again, you know? You know, 
somebody's getting old. Okay. Anyway, so I said, all right, all right, let's not- let's 
assume we have to look at these two sermons.


Now, if Pastor gave two sermons with the same title, I know that they are 
completely different. He could not give the same sermon if he tried. Just 
couldn't. All right. If he preached a sermon today and the same sermon tonight, 
it would be different. Why? Because it's in his DNA. You know, it's deeply rooted 
in it. Now I'm having a little fun with that. But the truth is, he has a lot to teach.


And in those two sermons, I went ahead and read the transcripts, and they are. 
Between the two of them, you get a lot of information about the tabernacle. 
Some really good teaching about the tabernacle. And you learn about the mercy 
seat, but you also learn about the way to God. And at that tabernacle out there 
in the wilderness that you can go to in Hebrews, it tells us that the table of 
incense was on the outside. It was in the holy place, right before you went into 
the Holy of Holies. In the Hebrew Bible, or in the Old Testament, that altar of 
incense was in the Holy of Holies.


But Hebrews has it on the outside, and I kid you not. Pastor gave a really good 
explanation of that, where it's not a contradiction. The table of incense was the 
daily offering of prayer. Every day. It was offered every day. Now, how many 
would rather pray to God once a year? A lot of people in America do that, you 
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know. But we have the opportunity to pray with God every day. And there's the 
table of incense.


It belongs there because of its function. The table was for them to offer prayer 
every day. And they could go into the holy place, but they could not go into the 
Holy of Holies. So when you go out to this tabernacle out in the wilderness, 
You'll see that they have the altar of incest on the outside in the holy place. They 
must have talked to Pastor Rains and said, you know, did we get this right? Or 
maybe they read Hebrews. But anyway, it's good insight, good sermons. 


Well, back to our sin and back to you. You know, can our sins be forgiven? And 
the reason I brought up the whole thing about the tabernacle is that, in another 
lesson Wayne Styles gave, he talked about Manasseh. If ever there was an evil 
king, he was the most evil king in Judah, all right. Ahab would give him his 
money’s worth from the ten tribes where he was ruling in Samaria. But 
Manasseh was an evil king. He did evil things. He counseled with mediums, and 
it relates a little to today's passage. He counseled with mediums, spiritualists, 
witches, as well as doing all kinds of evil things, even killing his own children. 
You would think if there were ever somebody that went too far and couldn't be 
forgiven, it would be him.


But God got his attention. I wouldn't recommend that this is how God gets your 
attention, but God put a big hook in his nose and took him off to Babylon. And 
there he suffered a lot. And he asked God; he called out to God, and he asked 
for help, and he actually put his trust in God at that time. He turned his life 
around, you know. The Lord turned his life around, but it actually happened to 
this evil king. And it probably has something to do with the fact that Josiah, his 
grandson, would have this kind of reign that he had.


The change in Manasseh would have been wonderful. It just shows us that no 
matter how far somebody goes, they can be forgiven in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
They can be forgiven. Chronicles gives us the story of his turnabout. And one of 
the reasons Chronicles does that is That It is looking for a way for the people to 
get right with God and walk with God. Kings is telling us 
all why they went into captivity and emphasizing their 
sin. Both are true stories. 


Read his story from 2 Chronicles 33 
1Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, 
and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem. 2But he did 
evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the 
abominations of the nations whom the Lord had cast 
out before the children of Israel. 3For he rebuilt the high 

Observe his sins-They 
were awful: 

- Turned away 
from godly father 

- Idolatry 
- Consulted 

Satan’s 
counselors 

- Abused & 
sacrificed his 
children 

- Led people into 
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places which Hezekiah his father had broken down; he 
raised up altars for the Baals, and made wooden 
images; and he worshiped all the host of heaven and 
served them. 4He also built altars in the house of the 
Lord, of which the Lord had said, “In Jerusalem shall 
My name be forever.” 5And he built altars for all the 
host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the 
Lord. 6Also he caused his sons to pass through the fire 
in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom; he practiced 
soothsaying, used witchcraft and sorcery, and 
consulted mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in 
the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger. 7He 
even set a carved image, the idol which he had made, 
in the house of God, of which God had said to David 
and to Solomon his son, “In this house and in 
Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of 
Israel, I will put My name forever; 8and I will not again 
remove the foot of Israel from the land which I have 
appointed for your fathers—only if they are careful to do 
all that I have commanded them, according to the 
whole law and the statutes and the ordinances by the 
hand of Moses.” 9So Manasseh seduced Judah and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the 
nations whom the Lord had destroyed before the 
children of Israel. 
10And the Lord spoke to Manasseh and his people, but 
they would not listen. 11Therefore the Lord brought 
upon them the captains of the army of the king of 
Assyria, who took Manasseh with hooks, bound him 
with bronze fetters, and carried him off to Babylon. 
12Now when he was in affliction, he implored the Lord 
his God, and humbled himself greatly before the God of 
his fathers, 13and prayed to Him; and He received his 
entreaty, heard his supplication, and brought him back 
to Jerusalem into his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew 
that the Lord was God. 
14After this he built a wall outside the City of David on 
the west side of Gihon, in the valley, as far as the 
entrance of the Fish Gate; and it enclosed Ophel, and 
he raised it to a very great height. Then he put military 
captains in all the fortified cities of Judah. 15He took 
away the foreign gods and the idol from the house of 
the Lord, and all the altars that he had built in the mount 

Would you rather 
have God speak to you 
with a small voice or 
use hooks and chains 
to bind your 
movement.

Note he did change 
and walked with God.
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of the house of the Lord and in Jerusalem; and he cast 
them out of the city. 16He also repaired the altar of the 
Lord, sacrificed peace offerings and thank offerings on 
it, and commanded Judah to serve the Lord God of 
Israel. 17Nevertheless the people still sacrificed on the 
high places, but only to the Lord their God. 
Death of Manasseh 
18Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, his prayer to 
his God, and the words of the seers who spoke to him 
in the name of the Lord God of Israel, indeed they are 
written in the book of the kings of Israel. 19Also his 
prayer and how God received his entreaty, and all his 
sin and trespass, and the sites where he built high 
places and set up wooden images and carved images, 
before he was humbled, indeed they are written among 
the sayings of Hozai. 20So Manasseh rested with his 
fathers, and they buried him in his own house. Then his 
son Amon reigned in his place. 

Well, here we have in Matthew 12 one that they brought to him who was demon-
possessed, blind, and mute. I've had eyesight problems, and last week I was 
mute. I couldn't talk. Now, before you say it, you know, you might be thinking it. 
Maybe you're blind, and you can't speak. And you're dumb. You know, okay, 
well, we won't go that far.


But this guy was demon-possessed. And that's important to our story. Here we 
have Satan versus the Spirit in this story. And Satan has possessed this man. 
And Jesus heals him. Remember, this is all on the Sabbath.


And all the multitudes were amazed. Could this be the son of David? The 
expected answer there is no. That's what they expected with that answer, but 
they raised a very good question. Now when the Pharisees heard it, they, you 
know. I've said this before. They just thought, boy, glory be to God. No, no, no. 
This fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the 
demons, the prince of the demons. He rules in that realm of darkness. He's the 
prince of the air.


He has a lot of names. Accuser, liar, murderer, tempter, enemy, prince in power 
of the air, ruler of this world. God of this world, and that's where Beelzebub 
comes from: worthless destroyer, destruction, deceiver described as a great 
dragon, a destructive creature, evil one, devil, slanderer, liar from the beginning, 
and our enemy, adversary, Satan. That's who he is.


If God can forgive and 
help Manasseh change 
who was the worse 
king of Judah. Can 
you find forgiveness? 
Yes!
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Now, they say that Jesus is doing this by the power of Satan. What they just 
said was the unpardonable sin. What they just said was a sin that cannot be 
forgiven. Alright, Jesus knew their thoughts, and he said to them, “ Every 
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every city of house 
divided against itself will not stand.” Satan cast out Satan. He is divided against 
himself. How then will his kingdom stand?


You know, who knew about Satan? Well, Jesus did. He had contact with him. He 
had victory over him.  He knew Satan. And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, 1

by whom do your sons cast them out? For they shall be your judges.


Here's the key idea here. I want you to phrase it. “But if I cast out demons by the 
Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God has come to you, upon you.” Get the 
word Spirit there. Spirit. Satan vs. Spirit. Two different sources. Very important to 
understand what this is, what type of sin this is, and why it's unforgivable. 


“Or how can you enter a strongman’s house and plunder his goods unless you 
first bind the strongman? And then he will plunder his house. He who is not with 
me is against me, and he who does not gather with me scatters abroad.” And he 
draws a line here between what they were saying that Jesus was doing this by 
Satan. And what Jesus was saying: listen, I've been doing all this stuff by the 
Spirit of God. I've been doing all these things because the Father told me to. I've 
been following His will. And I've been doing this. You know, when he came out 
of the wilderness and He was fighting Satan, what does it tell us? “By the Spirit 
he went into the wilderness.” And he met temptation. Jesus was walking in the 
Spirit, dependent on the Spirit, constantly in his ministry. He could have done it 
in his own name, but He did it by the will of the Father and by the Spirit, and 
that's how he operated.


“Therefore, I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven, men.” I think 
of Manasseh there in the Old Testament. Man, if there were somebody on the 
who's who's list that may not be in heaven, it would be him. But God put a hook 
and chains, and he changed his mind. He changed his heart. That's just a 
remarkable story out of the Old Testament. You wouldn't have ever thought it. 
Every sin will be forgiven, men.


 Matt. 4:1–11; Mark 1:12; Luke 4:1. Here you will find that Jesus was led by the Spirit into the 1

wilderness. He fasted 40 days and nights while he was in the Judean wilderness. He would be 
led to a place where there was water. After this period of time in which he was communicating 
with his Father in heaven, Satan now comes and tempts him at his lowest point. In the spiritual 
battle, Jesus accurately uses the Bible to resist Satan's temptations. Connected to our study is 
the truth of being led by the Spirit.
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There is nothing that you have done that God cannot forgive. The problem we 
have is that it's sometimes hard to forgive ourselves, but God forgives us when 
we trust Him in Christ. Everything about what Jesus did on the cross. The blood 
washes us. Without the blood, without the shedding of blood, there is no 
forgiveness.  The Bible tells us. And because He died on the cross and shed His 2

blood, He died for your sins. Every one of them. Now you may be messed up. 
You may have problems. You may not understand this, but God has taken all 
your sins. And He’s washed you, and you're whiter than snow. He's given you 
His fine linen of righteousness. We are clothed with Christ. In Mark 7:20-23 says,


20And He said, “What comes out of a man, that defiles 
a man. 21For from within, out of the heart of men, 
proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders, 
22thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lewdness, 
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness. 23All these 
evil things come from within and defile a man.” 

But here we go.


Therefore, I say every sin, blasphemy, and forgiven, but the blasphemy against 
the Spirit will not be forgiven. Again, in verse twenty-eight, the Spirit and Satan 
are being cast out, and they say that Jesus did this by Satan's power. And He’s 
saying anybody who ascribes what the Spirit does and gives Satan the credit, 
that's the blasphemy of the Spirit that cannot be forgiven. And they did it. But 
they did it right up there with verse 24. 


24Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, “This 
fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub, 
the ruler of the demons.” 

That's when they did it. But whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be 
forgiven him in this age or in the age to come. Serious.


But whatever your sin is, it can be forgiven. And Christ can actually heal you.


And uh, we'll continue with this conflict. That He’s having because He’s doing all 
these good things. He's doing all of them in the Spirit's power. And they are 
saying He’s doing it in evil. And that's a charge that will stay with him until he 
goes to the cross. And they're actually committing the unpardonable sin when 
they do this. And it starts here. 


 Heb. 9:22 “And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without 2

shedding of blood there is no remission.”
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Back when I came to no Christ as my Savior there were many other people my 
age that came to the Lord. And when we gave our testimonies, I think it became 
a competition to share how bad we were before we came to know Christ. 
Whoever did the worst sins had the strongest testimony.  Back in the day, when 
we used to share our testimony, it seemed like we were all trying to outdo each 
other with how bad we were. Many years later, I thought about that, and I also 
thought about what I did that led me to turn to Christ. I'm glad that I trusted the 
Lord, and he forgave me for my sins. I am also glad that I did not have to be the 
biggest sinner to be forgiven. It was a good thing that I did not do worse things. 
But my sins pointed me in the right direction to understand that I was a sinner 
who needed salvation. I am glad that Christ forgave me of all my sins. And even 
as a Christian, when I have sinned. Those sins were forgiven too.


He did two basic things as a Christian. He brought that sin to my attention. He 
made me aware of it, that it was wrong. And then he told me, “ You've got to 
forsake it. You've got to repent of it.” I would do that. And then I want you to do 
what is right, not what is wrong. Put your energy on what is right and not what is 
wrong. Because if we put our energy on just fighting the bad, we stay in that 
conflict. We can't move forward. Our focus is on the sin.  But when we put our 
energy into what is good, our focus becomes different, and we're able to do 
what God wants us to do in His will. So there's forgiveness for the Christian, 
where He says, “If we confess our sins, He's faithful and just to forgive us of our 
sins.” And to cleanse us, He does that. That's what he does. But it's every day. 
It's growth. And there's forgiveness. Now I have no idea what sins I'm going to 
commit before I go to be with the Lord. Suppose I enter into a situation like your 
brother, where you know I have dementia. Who knows what I'm capable of? 
You'd have to have a really strong heart to visit me, I think, if I lost all control of 
what's in my head.


You know, there was a Bible teacher. They named a building for him. He was a 
nice fella. But he got into dementia, and he just swore like a sailor. And 
everybody was thinking, “Where did all that come from?” Well, it's all there. You 
know, it's been under the control of the Spirit, but there's so much damage that 
happens with diseases like dementia. 


But I know they are forgiven. And if our creator, our God, who knows all things, 
knows that we are weak. In our frailty, He's the Savior. He's the Savior in our 
frailty. And He will help us. We may come to a point where it's hard to hold on to 
some things. But the truth is there. Every sin can be forgiven. But if you get so 
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far in your unbelief where you say Jesus did what he did by Satan's power, then 
you blaspheme the Spirit.


That’s the definition. If you have trusted Christ and been forgiven, then you 
didn't commit the blasphemy of the Spirit.


Lord, thank you for your love, for your grace. Thank you 
that you offer forgiveness. You healed this fellow who 
was possessed by a demon and was blind. You did 
good on the Sabbath, and it helped this fella. And yet, 
some people were ready to make this awful charge 
against the spirit and the way you did things. They were 
responding, Lord, in unbelief, and they had hardened 
their hearts.


Yet you continue to work, do good, and help people, 
and there will be. And there are, even today; there'll be 
many who find Christ as their Savior. Because, you 
know, God commended his love towards us. While we 
were yet sinners, we had a problem: we've sinned. You 
sent a solution.


Christ died for us. He provided salvation. And if we 
trust him and believe in him as our Savior, all of our sins 
can be washed away. And he'll begin to work with us to 
help us grow in him. But we are forgiven. I thank you, 
Lord, in Jesus' name. Amen.



