Rev, Bill Reeves
Mathew 11:20-30
Confronting Unbelief, Comforting Belief

We’re going to be looking at confronting unbelief. Jesus is going to start to
confront unbelief. He's going to continue that in chapter 12 and through the rest
of the book of Matthew.

He is also going to give an invitation of faith, to come and learn of him. We
will find that he is gentle. The burdens he gives are light. He doesn't put the
burdens or guilt on a person like the Pharisees or the Sadducees. The burdens
are about the important things in life. A relationship with God. Cares related to
the family. Valuing relationships of brothers and sisters in the body of Christ. A
sharing of our faith to the lost. Caring about our neighbor and valuing the poor
and the rich. As you take care of the important things in your life and ministry, he
will come alongside you and share the work and toil with you, where he takes
his yoke, and he shares the burden that you have. And then he wants you to
learn of him. What a marvelous thing.

Because he's gentle and you’ll find rest; there is grace, there is love, there is
acceptance because his yoke is easy. He comes alongside you to share the
burdens. And his burdens are rather light. There's always a time when we can
go to be with the Lord. We get that time of refreshment from him and his word.
It's a marvelous time of fellowship. It's full of grace and truth, forgiveness and
love, acceptance. Oh, it's wonderful.

So let's take a look today at this.

20Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most
of His mighty works had been done, because they did
not repent: 21“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you,
Bethsaidal For if the mighty works which were done in
you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22But | say
to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the
day of judgment than for you. 23And you, Capernaum,
who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to
Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you
had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until
this day. 24But | say to you that it shall be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment
than for you.” Matthew 11:20-24 NKJV

“Sackcloth and ashes” With those are clothes of mourning. They'd have been
so sorry for their sins that they would have turned away from them and
responded to the mercy of God. Had they seen the same works.



Verse 22. “But | say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the
day of judgment than for you.” And here we're talking about that final judgment
where people are separated from God. And it's the judgment of the wicked and
dead. And included in that judgment will be the angels, and they will all be cast
into what we now call hell.

Right now, hell does not exist. What we have now is Hades. A place of the
dead. It is the same thing as Sheol in the Old Testament. So the whole imagery
of the devil in hell right now is false. There is no god of the dead.2.

For if these mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom,
okay, now you're going to an extreme place of sin. Sodom and Gomorrah. If
those works were done there, there would have been at least ten people who
would have responded in faith. You know, Abraham said, Lord, are there ten?
And there weren't. Lot, his two sisters, his wife. That was it. Everybody else
were in rebellion and in all kinds of sin. Sodom was full of violence, and
whatever the sexual expression was there it was violent in nature.

But had the works of Jesus been done in Sodom, | believe. There would have
been more than ten people. And God would have averted his judgment on
Sodom, and it would remain till this day.

“So, but | say to you, it would be more tolerable in the land of Sodom in the
day of judgment than for you. So in that final judgment. These people are going
to be worse off because they had greater revelation than the people of the Old
Testament Sodom and the Gentiles of Tyre and Sidon.

He came unto his own. “He came unto his own. And he did not receive, and
his own, his own, the Jewish people, did not receive him. John 1:11, 12

11He came to His own, and His own did not receive
Him. 12But as many as received Him, to them He gave
the right to become children of God, to those who
believe in His name:

1In the Septuagint, LXX, the Greek translation of the Old Testament in about 200 BC, uses
Hades as it translates Sheol. There are two places: one for the saved and one for the lost. For
the same, the place is paradise or Abraham's bosom, Luke 16:22. The lost were separated
from the same by great gulf, fixed, Luke 16:26. Both lost and the same are conscious and
aware of their environments, and they have full faculty of their mind and memory, and are
aware of either torment or the pleasant atmosphere of paradise.

John 12:21; 12:29; Luke 10:18; John 14:30; Hebrews 2:14 satan is actually the prince of the air.
He is roaming the Earth seeking to destroy the object of God's love people. 1 Peter 5:8. It is my
belief that he makes himself very comfortable in the centers of political power around the
world. He has a network of Demons, who out of fear, serve him to carry out his rule of the
world. You can find his fingerprints anywhere where there is power, greed, force, selfishness,
ambition, and pleasure. His world system can be religious, civilized, scientific, cultured, and
even elegant, but underneath is the principle of arm force, and dealing with the Satanic
principles.



But as many as received them, and there were those Jewish people that did,
to them he gave the right to become children of God. To those who believed in
his name. You know, so there were those that responded. And that's kind of
what Jesus is talking about here. He's talking about the respondents. He's
already talked about the rejection that has happened of the nation, but now he's
talking about those who have believed.

25At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank
You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have
hidden these things from the wise and prudent and
have revealed them to babes. 26Even so, Father, for so
it seemed good in Your sight. 27All things have been
delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the
Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the
Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son
wills to reveal Him. 28Come to Me, all you who labor
and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. 29Take My
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for | am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
30For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

Matt. 11:25-30

And that would have been the leaders of the Pharisees and the Sadducees
and other groups within Israel who rejected the Lord. They were wise in their
own eyes and reveal them to, but you have hidden these things from wise and
prudent, and you have revealed them to babes.”

Here are the people who become born again. Their spirits are made alive.
They're forgiven of their sins. They are now walking with the Lord as disciples.
And of course, some of them were very close to the Lord. Others walked with
him, and they came and went. But they were learning of him. And that's what it's
kind of here talking about. “You revealed them to babes, even though, Father, it
seemed good in your sight. All things have been delivered to me by the Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father, nor does anyone know the Father
except the Son, and the one whom the Son wills to reveal him.

And here's this great invitation. You know, everything is centered on the Son.
And | want to say something here. I'm looking at scriptures here. Concerning the
babes, you know, the Psalms talk about it,

8:2 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants
You have ordained strength,

Because of Your enemies,

That You may silence the enemy and the avenger.

John tells us in



John 1:18

No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten
Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has
declared Him.

So Jesus came to Earth. He was the Word made flesh, and he revealed God
to us. And here it says in

John 14:8Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the
Father, and it is sufficient for us.”

9dJesus said to him, “Have | been with you so long,
and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has
seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say,
‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that | am in
the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that |
speak to you | do not speak on My own authority; but
the Father who dwells in Me does the works. 11Believe
Me that | am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else
believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.

So they've seen God on Earth, and they've seen him working, they've seen
him ministering, they see him teaching. And they also personally experience him
as he disciples them for their future ministries. They experienced all that. That's
what it's talking about here.

Now, this comes to me part. I'm going to read it in a minute, but notice what
it says here in John 6:35-37

35And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He
who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who
believes in Me shall never thirst. 36But | said to you that
you have seen Me and yet do not believe. 37All that the
Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who
comes to Me | will by no means cast out.

Those are conditions, by the way, of eternal life. They're going to never
hunger and never thirst. They're going to be satisfied. God will provide
continually for people in eternity to live in eternity.

John 1:37The two disciples heard him speak, and
they followed Jesus. 38Then Jesus turned, and seeing
them following, said to them, “What do you seek?”

They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say, when
translated, Teacher), “where are You staying?”

39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and
saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that
day (now it was about the tenth hour).



So, you know the “come and see” that became the theme of The Chosen in
that series of movies up to season five is what I've seen. Now The Chosen are
talking about what the scriptures talk about concerning Jesus and his disciples.
They try to create in a fictional way characters of the disciples, of those who
followed the Lord, of those whom Jesus encountered and were rejecting him.
They tried to give us more of what these people might have been like. They
bring that into agreement to some degree with what the scriptures say. And of
course that is true. But their fictional account sort of puts meat and bones to
everything where we kind of understand these people and who they were like.
We are invited to come and see.

Well, here we are. Notice here in verse 28. “Come to me, all who labor and
are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you. And learn from
me, for | am gentle and lowly at heart, and you'll find rest for your souls. For my
yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

What a wonderful, wonderful invitation. People gravitate towards this
message. And they find rest. When you have your time with the Lord, you find a
time in your day where there is a spiritual rest. Where you’re learning from the
Lord. It's much more than just getting right with God; it's also learning of Him.
You are getting to know Him. He's revealing Himself to you. You are developing
a relationship with God, who is the Creator, God who is and I'm thinking in my
mind here, trying to come up with how wonderful this is that we are walking with
God today. You know, we're learning of Him. We learn that he's gentle. We learn
that he's low of heart. And to this, even in the Old Testament,

So we're gonna go to Zechariah. Zechariah is right before Malachi, and that's
where your New Testament starts, right after Malachi. So, if you find Malachi or
Zechariah, you're at the end of the Old Testament.

Zechariah 9:9. | want you to see this.

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout, O
daughter of Jerusalem. Behold, your king is coming to
you. He is just in having salvation, lowly and riding on a
donkey, a colt, a foal of a donkey.”

Now here we see the triumphal entry that's going to happen here in Matthew
in a few chapters. This is where Jesus goes into Jerusalem for the final time.
And notice here, He's bringing salvation with him. He himself is salvation. He's
going to bring that salvation to the cross. He's told his disciples, listen, I'm going
to Jerusalem, and I'm going to die. I'm going to be crucified. I'm going to die.
And then I'm going to be buried. And on the third day, I'm going to be risen up.
And essentially, it is the essence of the gospel, and it's gonna happen. He's
bringing salvation; he's gonna provide salvation for everybody who believes on
him as the Savior.



| don't know why there are so few who respond; there should be many. And |
think they're more than what we think because we don't know where people
interact with God and he saves them. They have believed the gospel, and we
don't know how, you know, where that happened. So don't be surprised. There
are going to be some people that are there in heaven. There's going to be some
people maybe that thought they should be there, but they never really trusted
Christ. And they're not going to make it. It's kind of a big deal. But he is bringing
salvation. He's slowly, and he's riding on a donkey. A colt, a young donkey.

Here we see, “Come unto me for | am gentle and lowly in heart.” And unlike
the Pharisees and the Sadducees, the Middle Ages church put a lot of burdens
on people, a lot of stress on them. They made them suffer, and they thought that
by their sufferings that somehow that would please God, when in fact they never
told them the truth about salvation. | think today there are people who put too
many burdens on people. They make people guilty, but offer no message of
forgiveness. They may even put demands on people that they themselves will
never do. The truth is, you cannot suffer enough, you cannot work enough, you
cannot keep any kind of standard of perfection. It is not possible in this life, but
you can find forgiveness, eternal life, and goals that the Lord will help you make
progress. Remember, we have the word of God, the spirit, and even Jesus
himself who will stand with us as we go through trials, tribulation, and problems
that we face. You're going to find rest for your soul. So every time you get
together with God, you're going to find rest for your soul.

For my yoke is easy, my work is easy, and |I'm going to come alongside you
and work with you. And that's the whole part of life. Where yes, the world is hard
and rough, and the fall has happened, but God is with you, and he will be with
you throughout your life. In these very difficult things. He's gonna be with you.
Alright? And his yoke is easy, and his burden is light. You're always going to find
rest with the Lord. That's why people come back to these verses. That's why
they memorize them, look at them. You know, come unto me, all you labor, to
the point of exhaustion, and your burdens are too much for you. I'll give you
rest. That's a marvelous thing.

Co-workers with Christ - The Stress of Care
Paul’s Example

Now | want to take you over to 2 Corinthians. | did a scan read of the book of
2 Corinthians looking for Paul's care for the church. | was looking for the
stressful things Paul experienced. He had to go through them. It is very similar
for us: we have care of our family, church, neighbors, and environment that we
have to go through. We cannot avoid ministry to others and the burden it comes
with. The ministry is hard work. If we are gonna do the job that God wants us to



do, it's gonna take work, and we will do it in a fallen world with opposition and
trials. We may have our relaxing moments. Our feelings of joy and contentment.
The experience of a good night's sleep is wonderful. A good diet as well renews
our energy. But we do have burdens.

I'm going to give you some other verses to look at: 2 Corinthians 1:3-11;
4:7-12; 16-18; 11:22-29. Take time to look these references up. We should
expect as we mature in Christ to take up ministry and there is work involved.
Most people that | have talked with have cares and worries about their family,
jobs, how they have to make ends meet, etc..

Now | want you to go there. | want you to go to 2 Corinthians 11:22-29.
Paul's going to go through and give you an idea of what he suffered and what he
experienced. We are walking with the Lord in the fellowship of his sufferings.
We're joining in the Lord. In our service for God, where we're picking up Christ's
burden for the people in our lifetime. It's not easy. You know, the work of the
ministry is hard work. Every aspect of ministry that you think is part of the
ministry is hard work. And that's important to see. It's not easy. You know, it's
not easy to preach or teach. It takes a lot of work.

22Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites?
So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I. 23Are
they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am more:
in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in
prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24From the
Jews five times | received forty stripes minus one.
25Three times | was beaten with rods; once | was
stoned; three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a
day | have been in the deep; 26in journeys often, in
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city,
in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils
among false brethren; 27in weariness and toil, in
Sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold and nakedness— 28besides the other
things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern
for all the churches. 29Who is weak, and | am not
weak? Who is made to stumble, and | do not burn with
indignation?

It's not easy to be a missionary. | was a missionary in a tropical jungle in my
20s, where the average daytime temperature was in the 90s, and it was humid.
Today, I'm not sure | could take that environment very long.

It's not easy to be an evangelist. Most evangelists are effective for about 5
years. There are a few exceptions.



It's not easy to be a pastor-teacher. My experience of having a loss of
hearing makes the work more challenging. As we age, we have to make
adjustments.

It's not easy to be a Sunday school teacher. It’s not easy to be whatever
ministry the Lord has given you. It's not easy sharing Christ with your family. You
are going to have cares, you're going to have struggles, you're going to have to
deal with conflicts. You know, it's all going to be there just like Paul.

All right, so here we go. Paul's experience: Are they Hebrews? So am |. Are
they Israelites? So am |. Are they the seed of Abraham? So am I. Now, here's
where he gets a little separation. Are they ministers of Christ? Now | speak of a
fool. | am more in labors more abundant. Nobody outworked Paul; he had a lot
of it, and he did it. Okay, in stripes above measure. He got beaten so much that
he kind of held the record of it. You know, in prisons, more frequently, Paul spent
a lot of time in jail over the gospel, and he accumulated more time than most. In
death, often he faced death over and over and over again. All because he was
trying to do God's will and minister to other people, he faced tribulation like this.

From the Jews, five times | received forty stripes. Minus one. So he got
beaten with this horrible device that they used to flog people, and it would open
up the body, and they would hit him thirty-nine times. Because they knew if they
kept it up with each stripe after 39, it was their experience that people came
closer to death. So if they'd have kept it up and got another twenty or thirty
more stripes in, Paul would have died. So he got 39 five times. Three times | was
beaten with rods. Wow. A rod has a little bit of flexibility, and it's an awful
instrument to get beat with. He got beat three times with that. Once | was
stoned. And they thought | was dead. | think he probably was, and God raised
him up. But anyway, he got stoned.

Three times | was shipwrecked. Okay, once you're in the water in the ocean,
the ocean becomes the biggest enemy of your life. One sailor put it this way: he
was in war, and he said, regardless of whether you were Japanese, American,
British, German, whatever you were in the war, when you were in the ocean, the
ocean was your biggest enemy because when the ship went down, everybody
aboard would experience this, and most people would die. So he gets
shipwrecked three times. Night and day I've been in the deep. It's a long time to
be in the water. You know, you got the little fishies going around you, and
particularly a couple of them with jaws, you know, you’re in the water. | think
about the horrible experience of the Indianapolis in World War |l where people
were in the water for a long time and the sharks killed most of them. But also,
the water itself becomes a place of death because your body eventually runs out
of energy to stay warm. In some places, you only have twenty minutes before
you die being in the water. In other places, the water might be warmer, so you
survive longer, but you’re limited to how much and how long you can be in the
water. So he's in the deep, in journeys, in perils, and waters.



He had to deal with robbers. Perils of my own countrymen. There were
people trying to kill him from Israel. They did not like the idea that Paul betrayed
them and became a follower of Christ. They went after Paul like a mobster going
after somebody who used to be in their ranks. That's what the Jewish people
did with Paul.3

Perils of the Gentiles. Sometimes the Gentiles would do all kinds of evil
things against Paul. Perils in the city. Being in the city can be very dangerous,
and Paul faced that. Perils in the wilderness. Oh, if you're out in the wilderness,
you could fall into problems that kill you. It's not very comfortable being in the
wilderness. Perils at sea. Perils among false brethren. There were people trying
to accuse him. And they worked with his own people, the Jews, to try to kill him.
You know, over and over again, he had these dangers. Every one of these things
is a stressor. And if you add up all these stressors, you know, sometimes it's
more than we can bear.

Scientists have studied stress, and if you have major problems, they add up,
and people break down. That’s when you study stress; that's what you're going
to find. And he was under a lot of it. It keeps going. In weariness and toil. Both
our minds and our bodies are physically affected by extreme stress. Add to that
being hungry or thirsty, or cold, not having enough clothes or warmth for
protection. Oh. There's only so long you can live this way on this planet.
Eventually, these things will kill you. And that's what Paul is saying here. I've
gone through all of this.

Besides other things, what comes to me daily is my deep concern for the
churches. So now he has the spiritual burden of caring for the people in the
church. He spends time writing to them. He prays for them. He organizes the
work to help them. He gets people to get involved with this. Those are all
stressors to life, cares, and burdens. And you're getting the idea that he had a
heavy burden.

Who is weak, and | am not weak? Who was made to stumble, and | do not
burn in my ignition? So Paul had all of these stressors because of the work of
the Lord.

You and | have stressors. We have family, we have church, we have
neighbors. We have trouble with the weather, we have trouble with our bodies.
We have trouble keeping warm. We have trouble staying cool when it gets too
hot. We have trouble with all kinds of relationships. And these things stay with
us, and it's part of our burden. We are asked to join the Lord in the ministry of
his sufferings. But here's the key. He comes alongside us, and he helps us. He

3 When you read the book of Acts and you see how the Jewish leaders in a group of people
called the Judaizers continually went after Paul. | believe that conflict can be understood better
by knowing that Paul was from this group. Paul, who led the persecution in Acts chapters 6
and 7 later, would become the apostle to the Gentiles. This would really anger his former
colleagues.



works with us and through us. His yoke is easy. He takes up the burden where
we are lifted so that it doesn't break us. He takes it, and we're able to carry on.
We cannot leave our responsibilities. | have children who are adults, and | still
pray for them. | don't take care of them every day. But if | had to take care of
them every day for some reason, then that's not going to be easy. But I'm not
going to leave them. Some of you are facing that with your children. They need
care. You're not going to leave them. You're going to try to help them. Oh, I'm
too old for that. Well, yeah, you know, you might be, but you're going to do what
you can. You know, that's this is life.

That's why these verses need to be thought about because we need God's
help to go through them. We need his help. So take that, will you? Understand,
yeah, obviously maybe you're not experiencing everything that Paul
experienced. You're not sleeping out on the ground. With, uh, some type of
cloak to try to keep away the weather. And our weather can be very bad at
times. You know, it'd be very hard. Most of us today are at an age here at the
church where we wouldn't survive very long if we had to be in the environments
Paul was in.

That's why we're to walk with the Lord according to where we're called. You
know, God didn't call us to sleep out on the streets. He didn't call us to have
that direct contact with the weather. We could have handled that when we were
younger, but at a certain time in our life, God has provided for us shelter. Praise
the Lord.

He's come alongside, and he's eased your burden. So when we apply this,
take time to rest in the Lord. Take time to give him your burdens, to lighten them.
They're not going to go away. You know, you're going to have to care for people
in the church, you're going to have to care for people who don't know the Lord,
you're going to have to prepare yourself to help your neighbor. Even if you go
into a nursing home, you're going to have neighbors, and they're going to need
your prayers. You know, and in your own abilities, you might be able to help
relieve some of their suffering. There's no time in life when we don't participate
in the care of others.4 We may get to a point where we physically cannot do
anything, but we can still talk to God.

Find Support And Rest.

4 There will always be the poor. Deut. 15:11; Matt. 26:11 | am not saying that we shouldn't try
to help the poor, but at the end of the day, even with our best efforts, there will be poor people.
The fact that there are so many needy people can actually overburden us. We can only do so
much personally. | do not think it is enough to think that any government can take care of the
poor because | think we have to do our bit in helping those in need. But | also think we are
limited, so | think it is good to take these kinds of cares on as a personal responsibility in the
Lord, but we need to respond to practical contact that we have with people. What can we do?



Think about:

* Prioritize your cares - some of them you may be able to be let go.
* Take advantage of the Lord providing sleep and rest.

* Enjoy time with your Lord - These times give you God’s perspective and
may help decide where your energy can be applied.

* Each day has its problems; some are ongoing, so allow yourself to pick up
the work tomorrow.

* Overburdened, seek help and support
* Love your neighbor but also love and care for yourself.

You know, so take these truths, but also take time every day to come to
Jesus and learn of him, rest in him. Then as you take on your daily
responsibilities that the Lord has given you, remember, he's going to work
alongside you. There are other scriptures that teach us that the Spirit works in us
and gives us strength. So that's the interesting principle that I like to share with
you today.

Lord, thank you for your word. Thank you that we
can come to you and you give us rest. We can believe.
Thank you, Lord, for confronting our unbelief, showing
how irrational it can be to turn away from the Creator,
to turn away from the Creator of the Savior, to turn
away from God, the bread of life, and the sustainer of
life. Rather, Lord, let us walk with you. Where we find
you is our strength and every need that we need. In
Jesus' name, amen.



