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Think Like A Farmer
Matthew 13:1-23

And as we get into this particular thing, | want us to think about it like a
farmer. | want us to think like a farmer. This is one of the easiest chapters or
parts of a chapter that is really easy to understand and interpret. | don't know
why people have so much trouble with it over the years. Part of it is, uh, a big
part: people have given it private interpretations based on their imaginations, on
how they think it says it. They may use an allegorical method of Bible study, or
they may just be winging it with some individual concern that has nothing to do
with what Jesus said. Today, this passage of Scripture is verses 1 to 23. If we
just let the Lord tell us what it is, we will understand it.

But | want us to think about it like a farmer today. Okay, think like a farmer.
I've talked to a lot of farmers over the years, and most of them are never happy.
They're half-filled kind of people. And

10n the same day Jesus went out of the

house and sat by the sea. 2And great multitudes
were gathered together to Him, so that He got
into a boat and sat; and the whole multitude
stood on the shore.

3Then He spoke many things to them in
parables, saying: “Behold, a sower went out to
sow. 4And as he sowed, some seed fell by the

wayside; and the birds came and devoured them.

5Some fell on stony places, where they did not
have much earth; and they immediately sprang
up because they had no depth of earth. 6But
when the sun was up they were scorched, and
because they had no root they withered away.
7And some fell among thorns, and the thorns
sprang up and choked them. 8But others fell on
good ground and yielded a crop: some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who
has ears to hear, let him hear!”

Think like a farmer.
Before you interpret
this, understand this
parable as a story.
How would a first-
century farmer in
Israel understand
this?

From your gardening
or farming
experience, how
would you
understand the
elements of the story
from the natural
world?

Matthew 13:71-9

It's either too much rain, not enough rain, or something's going on in the
ground. The notes were right there, babe —just that. Thanks.



Anyway, and they got all this; they have a problem—a farmer, of course. We
never really could replace the creativity in farm work in our society, and we
didn't have that kind of creative job. You know, they worked on assembly lines
where somebody's putting in a part, and they're doing that all day. You know, |
know what they're thinking after a while. Whoo, look at me. They play games
with it. But they gotta watch their machines because they might hurt 'em. But
anyway, on the farm, every day of the year is a wee bit different because it
changes with the climate and the year. And there's always something to be
done. And yet, during the growing season, did the rains come too soon?

Did they come too late? Did they flood? This year, I'm sure a lot of farmers
would say there's been too much rain. My yard has never needed any watering
this year because the Lord is taking care of all of that. Of course, we've had a
couple of interesting storms, but farmers. But I'd like you to think about farming
in Israel. Farming in Israel, farming in Africa when | was in the tropics, when |
was in the jungle- it's a different type of farming than what we do here.

It took me a while to understand that. | went to Africa, and | was twenty-
three, going on twenty-four, and | had all the answers. And, uh, but | realized
after a while that these people did things because of the environment they lived
in. The soil of the jungle doesn't do well if you take land and farm it, then farm it
again. That particular land has to go back to the jungle so it can rebuild itself.
Then, after about seven years, you can go back to that land, and it will produce.
And, um, they use a method called cut-and-burn with their crops, and when
they burn it, they're helping control the insects that live by the billions in the
jungle.

It's interesting being in the jungle, and you realize, I've never seen that bug,
and he brought his friends with him. You know. So, you know, | learned it's a
little different. | was a bad farmer in Africa. | actually took pictures of me trying,
and it was pathetic anyway. But oh, we had wonderful things. | could look out
my window, and there would be a couple of pineapples. There were a couple of
papaya trees.

All kinds of different fruit and different things grew that you could harvest all
year, and it was nice. | liked it. But when we think about a farmer

How does the farmer prepare the soil? How do they prepare and plant? Uh,
what do they look for in the water they need, and how do they do it? And how
do their seasons work? Because they're different than ours. And

It's interesting to me to know that they bring in this element between when
they harvest their land and when it goes into rest because it goes into winter.
They allow the sheep to go into those areas, and the sheep eat things right
down to the roots and stuff, and they clear the land of all the rubble. They also
help break down plant life so it goes back into the soil and, you know,
rejuvenates itself. They break it down enough so the soil gets new nutrients from



last year's plants. Well, the sheep do one more interesting thing while they're out
in the fields doing all this stuff. They leave a gift. And that gift is fertilization.

And they fertilize the fields. And while they fertilize the fields, those fields get
the nutrients they need for next year's crop. God does something kind of
interesting with lightning. Whenever there's a strike of lightning into the ground,
it puts nitrogen in the ground. And you know, the ground needs nitrogen to
grow. That may happen there as well. Um, so while the field is there where the
sheep are cleaning up the field and leaving their uh uh gifts of fertilizer, all right,
rebuilding the field. Um

The seeds were collected from a year ago. Now turn with me, if you will, to
Genesis chapter 12. | want to show you something out of Genesis 12. That goes
along with our story today, our scripture. And it’s Genesis twelve. It's Genesis
26:12.

And I'm almost there. We are in the middle of Isaac's life. And Isaac had just
done this; he just did the same thing that Abraham did. A ruler confronted him,
but he lied. He lied about his wife. He said his wife was his sister. He repeated
what Abraham did with Sarah on two different occasions. | believe | said Queen
Victoria thought Abraham blew it. He couldn't be going to heaven because he
lied about his wife twice, and for Queen Eli, uh, not Elizabeth, Queen Victoria,
she ruled Abraham out of heaven. She says by royal decree of the head of the
Church of England that Abraham doesn't belong there.

It may have seemed like Abraham's fault, but heaven, particularly paradise, is
called Abraham's bosom. So it's tough for her to compete with scripture here.
But we find here that Isaac did the very same thing here in chapter 26. He lied.
And Abimelek called Isaac, verse 9, quite obviously, "She is your wife. So how
could you say she's my sister? And Isaac said to him, Because | said, lest | die
on account of her.” Same thing that Abraham did.

But | want you to know something. Now I'm impressed that sometimes, even
though we may be struggling and may not be in a proper relationship with Christ
as a Christian, God blesses us anyway. It happens, and it happens here. God
blessed Isaac. Verse 12. “Isaac sowed in the land, and he reaped in that same
year a hundredfold, and the Lord blessed him.” Now, I'm not saying that we
should try to sin so that God blesses us, but occasionally it does happen.

| was, uh, not walking with the Lord. | was struggling. And | was on a bus to
Lockport. On that bus to Lockport, three teenagers started a conversation. | was
around 20 then. And they actually brought up the gospel and what it meant. And
| don't know how they pictured me in the conversation, but they asked me some
questions. And | answered them, and all three guys accepted Christ as their
Savior. | prayed with them, and | had no emotional blessing. There was joy in
heaven, but in my heart there was no joy. | did this completely out of step. And
yet, God granted three people to come to Christ. That afternoon, | got right with
God. That was where | was heading to get right with God, but | wasn't there.



And | was in pain spiritually, even leading these people to Christ. And | said to
myself, God, what are you doing? | didn't engage in this conversation, you
know, and | couldn't figure it out. | was like Jonah with Nineveh. But you know,
sometimes God blesses us. And Harry did with Abe with Isaac. And he had a
hundredfold of his account.

Now, going back to Matthew 13, the condition is that the nation of Israel
rejected Christ in chapter twelve, and they, at the point of that rejection, said
that he did everything by the power of Satan. | mean, you can't get more away
from God than that, claiming that God is working in the power of Satan. But
that's where they were. So on the same day, Jesus went out of the house.

He sat by the sea, and a great multitude was gathered together to him, so
that he got into a boat and sat, and the whole multitude stood on the shore. We
know from the context here, from chapter 12, and here, we are describing
Peter's house. We are in Capernaum, and Peter's not very far from the Sea of
Galilee. He's just a stone’s throw away from the Sea of Galilee, and that's where
Christ got into a boat. And he taught the multitude. And it was a busy day for
him. He had done a lot of things.

He healed people, he got rejected, and now he's starting something
completely different. And if you ever want to have a great study in the parables
of Christ, you can pick up the book by Dwight Pentecost, The Parables of
Christ. You will not be disappointed with his study on the parables. It’s a great
study. | don't see a digital copy yet, but whether it's in print or not, you can still
get a copy. And it's a great discussion of the parables. So | was reading him a
couple of times this week, as well as doing my Bible study. And he was really
good. He says things so concisely, so accurately; it's just wonderful.

So, | want you to think about being in a farmer's community and hearing
these words. | am not going to interpret anything; I'm just going to read them to
you. And then he spoke many things to them in parables, saying, Behold, the
sower went out to sow. And he sowed some seed by the wayside, and the birds
came and devoured them, and some fell on stony places. Where they didn't
have much earth, and immediately sprang up because they had no depth in the
earth. So when the sun was up, they were scorched, and because they had no
root, they withered away. And some fell among the thorns. And the thorns
sprang up and choked them.

But others fell on good ground. And yielded a crop some a hundredfold, or
some hundredfold, some sixty, and some thirty. All of which are satisfactory
numbers in the life of a farmer. He who has ears, let him hear. Okay, now | want
you to know that they understood what Jesus was talking about here. They
could picture each of these things. They knew this was a very good word picture
of the seed and the soils. And they could see every one of them; without
interpretation, they could see it. Now, we, being city folk, might have to
understand it because we don't do all this, but if you do gardening, you




understand it, and maybe you've had experience now where you've understood
it. But they understood what he was saying.

10And the disciples came and said to Him,
“Why do You speak to them in parables?”

11He answered and said to them, “Because it
has been given to you to know the mysteries of

the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not :
been given. 12For whoever has, to him more will | Define:

be given, and he will have abundance; but * Parable
whoever does not have, even what he has will be ) Mystery Slonine
. kingdom of
taken away from him. 13Therefore | speak to Heaven
them in parables, because seeing they do not Note the boldface
see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they words and how they
understand. 14And in them the prophecy of help with the logic of
Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: this story?
‘Hearing you will hear and shall not _
understand, Isaiah 6:, 9, 10
And seeing you will see and not perceive; John 8:56: Hebrews
15For the hearts of this people have grown 1:1; 11:13; 1 Peter
aull. 1:10, 11 Think about
Their ears are hard of hearing, the many prophets

. who prophesied
And their eyes they have closed, concerning Jesus. And

Lest they should see with their eyes and hear | when they went to
with their ears, heaven, they would

Lest they should understand with their hearts | have known the pre-
and turn, incarnate Christ and

also had the privilege
So that | should heal them.’ of viewing Jesus's life

16But blessed are your eyes for they see, and | on Earth. When are the
your ears for they hear; 17for assuredly, | say to | essons ”;hat they are
you that many prophets and righteous men learning?

desired to see what you see, and did not see it,
and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

Matthew 13:10-16 NKJV

And the disciples came, and they said to him, “Why speak to them in
parables?” Two things here: first, it's a great question. It’s every once in a while
these guys, these twelve, came up with great questions. And sometimes we
might not think their questions were so great, but we were still thinking the same
thing. They were speaking for us. But here, why do you speak to them in



parables? A parable. Something in the natural world that is understandable.
That's what we got so far.

But the second part is the spiritual meaning Christ puts on the natural, so we
can take what we know and apply it to what we don't know, and it teaches
something centered on one basic truth. It's not teaching a hundred things. This
is not private interpretation. We can understand it through normal language. And
that's important to understand. But it is an extended type of metaphor, which is
a word picture. But Christ is going to interpret this. So he's going to answer their
question, “Why is he speaking to them in parables?”

“And he answered, and he said to them, Because it has been given to you to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given.
For whoever has to him more will be given, and whoever has in abundance will
be given more. But whoever does not have, even what he has, will be taken
away from him. Therefore, | speak to them in parables, because seeing they do
not see, and hearing they do not hear, and they do not understand. Now I'm
going to stop there, and I'll pick it up with Isaiah. So he's telling them.

I'm going to start teaching you the mysteries of God. Alright, the mysteries of
God.

There are eleven mysteries that Scofield gives in his Scofield Bible. | am not
going to give you all eleven. I'm going to mention a few.

1. The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,
2. the mystery of Israel's blindness during his age,

3. the mystery of the New Testament Church as one body. Composed of
Jews and Gentile. Now, if they thought that Jesus was healing on the
Sabbath was blasphemy. Can you imagine what they're thinking about
Gentiles joining Jews with one body? That there's going to be a body that
is composed of Jews and Gentiles, and they're gonna be one; | mean,
they're gonna go nuts with that idea.

4. In fact, the disciples had a hard time with it. They did, they really did.
They had such a hard time; God had to pick out a particular Jewish fella
who would take it all away. And he would make it his own. And he would
preach to the Gentiles. And they would start getting saved. And then the
other disciples. Like Peter, “No way, Lord,” no way. But Peter eventually
got it, and then he did that ministry up in northern Galatia.

5. This is a mystery—a mystery of the living in the mystery of living in the
living Christ. We are in Christ. That's a mystery that they didn't know
anything about. And now it is revealed —the mystery of God, even Christ.
Christ is incarnate, the fullness of the Godhead, embodied, in whom all
divine wisdom for man consists. In fact, he even created the world. So
they have these various mysteries.



Here it is. Said, a mystery is something they did not know. And now God
reveals it. Okay, that's as simple as | can say it. Alright? Simple as | can say it.
And that's what he's talking about here. He's talking about the mysteries of the
kingdom. What does that mean? Again, another simple way of saying it. Jesus is
now going to talk about what happens between their rejection (Matthew 11, 12)
and the time they accept him as their Messiah when he comes again in the book
of Revelation. And they recognize him as “whom they pierced.” All that time is
the mystery of the kingdom of God. It's not the church age, because the church
age is in the middle of it all, but it extends from rejection to acceptance of Christ
as their Messiah. It just so happens that we, the church, happen to fall in the
middle of that as well. So it's not the church ages; it's beyond that. Rejection to
acceptance of Christ. That's the kingdom of these parables.

That he's talking about- this is what God is going to do now, and he starts
talking it in parable form. Okay? Now let's go back to Isaiah. Verse 14, and in
them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says, “Hearing you will hear and
shall not understand, and seeing you will not see. And not perceive. For the
hearts of these people have grown dull, and the ears are hardening of hearing,
and their eyes they have closed lest they should see with their eyes and hear
with their ears, lest they should understand with their hearts and turn so that |
might heal them.” They have hardened their hearts so much that they think
Christ did these miracles by Satan's power.

Some Jews will trust in Christ. We know that. But the nation rejected them.
Okay, the nation rejected them. And now we get to understand what this soil is
all about. The soil is the response to the word of God. It's hearing it and
responding to it. Okay? This is how it fits.

Jesus goes on, “Blessed are your eyes, they see, and your ears, for they
hear. For assuredly | say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired
to see what you see and did not see it. And to hear what you hear and did not
hear it.” The book of Hebrews, the Gospel of John, and 1 Peter tell us many
prophets really looked forward to hearing these things, but they never heard
them in their lifetime. They went; they gave their prophecies. They didn't quite
understand it. And then they went to be with the Lord. And now this is all getting
understood. Well, the prophets are probably focused on what the Lord is doing
at this particular moment.

So they're getting their hearing. Pretty good. How do we hear? My hearing is
gone by the dodo. You know. Uh, I'm starting to understand what my
grandmother went through. Singing the songs occasionally, I'm off-key. | used to
be off-key for no reason. Now | have a reason.



Matthew 13:18-23

18“Therefore hear the parable of the
sower: 19When anyone hears the word of the
kingdom, and does not understand it, then the
wicked one comes and snatches away what
was sown in his heart. This is he who received
seed by the wayside. 20But he who received
the seed on stony places, this is he who hears
the word and immediately receives it with joy;
21yet he has no root in himself, but endures
only for a while. For when tribulation or
persecution arises because of the wora,
immediately he stumbles. 22Now he who
received seed among the thorns is he who
hears the word, and the cares of this world
and the deceitfulness of riches choke the
word, and he becomes unfruitful. 23But he
who received seed on the good ground is he
who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and produces: some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”

But anyway, verse 18. This is where Jesus explains

this particular parable. “Therefore, hear the parable of

the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom
and doesn't understand it, then the wicked one comes

Parable of the sower

Word of the kingdom —
Christ kingdom on
earth.

Who is the wicked
one?

Four soils:

1. By the wayside.
2. Stony places.

3. Among the thorns
4. Good ground.

How many times is the
word used?
What is the word?

What is the definition
of seed?

A(Q Keep in mind
Jesus's interpretation
as you go through the
other parables.

along and snatches away what was sown in his heart.” Those are the birds, and
they take away the seed before it has a chance to start germinating. This is the
seed that fell by the wayside, because that's where people walk, and it's so hard
the seed couldn't penetrate, and it stayed on top. And it was easy for the birds
to get the seed. | used to watch those birds eat all my grass seed every year.

You know, you buzzards. Anyway, | remember them doing that. Once, | was
canoeing on a three-day trip down the Buffalo River in Arkansas, and as we
traveled down, we had three companions following us all the way. They were
three buzzards. Now, if you love birds, you may think the buzzards are the most
beautiful birds in the world, but to me, those were three big, ugly birds. All |
could think was that they were following us down the river, probably to get




whatever scraps they could find that we gave, or they were thinking these young
canoes were not going to make it. They may have been thinking one of them
might not live and we could have a feast. These scavenger birds have a place in
God's creation to help break down dead animals and people. But all | can
remember was these three buzzards on a high branch looking at us or up along
the rock face higher up, always keeping a visual over us. Alright, you know, this
is actually the wicked one, Satan.

“But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the
word immediately and receives it with joy. Yet he has no root in himself, but
endures only for a while, for when tribulation or persecution arises because of
the word, he immediately stumbles.” So here's that case: the seed takes place,
it starts to grow, but there's not much soil there. So, in the Middle East sun and
with little soil, the seed has no deep roots, and it dries up. Then come the cares,
persecution, and tribulation.

“Now he who received the seed among the thorns, he who hears the word.
And the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and
he becomes unfruitful.” Oh, the competition of weeds. Every gardener knows
them. Now, when you look out in your yard, and your yard is full of weeds. You
might say, praise the Lord, look at all that green stuff. You know, if | whack it with
a lawnmower, who knows? Well, we know who knows: people who know grass.
But anyway, it looks green; I'm good. But weeds compete with fruit, with things
that are growing that the farmer wants to grow. They compete.

So here is the competition of the cares of this world. We heard that in the
prayer this morning, right? Sometimes the cares of the world draw people away
from the Lord. The deceitfulness of riches: people trust in their own resources
rather than the Lord. We have such a short life. These things are very deceitful.
That person becomes unfruitful. Our lives can get caught up in temporal things,
and we can become so worried about them that we miss the important things of
eternity.

But he who receives seed on the good ground is he who hears the word,
understands it, and indeed bears fruit. And produces some a hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty. All right.

Now, keep in mind that the Lord is interpreting the parable. And he gives
another interpretation, and maybe another; they become the basis for
understanding the parables. They reveal what God is doing from the time of
rejection until the nation of Israel accepts Jesus as Messiah. They are designed
to help us understand how we will fit into this time period in a very practical way,
and I'll give a few ideas there in a moment.

Each of the three parables has one basic interpretation. Okay, it's one basic,
not thousands, not whatever, one interpretation. The parables, please
understand, it's like the Bible tells us this. We have this revelation, but it's not
according to private interpretation. Well, these parables aren't. They're not part



of spiritualization. They're not part of imagination. They are the word of God
revealed, and God helps us understand it.

Now, how do we cultivate that? What can we take from this today? What can
| leave you with? We want to cultivate it. How can | cultivate the soil for the seed
to be planted, germinated, grow, and produce fruit?

Now, first of all, let's have a balance of life. One of the key things that helps
soil- spiritual soil now- for the seed to take place is if you and | practice our faith
in word and deed. We're not perfect, but that's the goal we're working on in
word and deed. We're living a balanced life. Not only what we say, but what we
do. And that brings a balance to our life, and we're working on it.

Two, the seed. The seed belongs to God. It doesn’t belong to us. You know,
the seed here is the gospel. It's the good news about the kingdom in relation to
where we're at today, and we just cast it out. We throw the seed out; we give it
out. And that seed lands. If it lands on good ground, people hear it and respond
in faith. If it's hard ground, the devil comes along before they can understand it,
and it goes.

If it's rocky soil, the roots don't go deep, and when trouble comes, it
disappears. There's no fruit.

The thorns come, and they compete. And how many people in our world
today who know Christ are competing with the weeds, with the cares of the
world, and the riches? They compromise, and their lives are affected.

And then finally, the good ground. The farmer develops this. Think about how
the farmer develops it. He's got an area where there's not much soil. What does
he do? Oh, I'll put more soil there. I'll put more leaves there. I'll put stuff to build
soil, you know, and that kind of thing. I'll take some of the sheep dung, and I'll
start building soil in these areas. And that soil will get thicker; it'll get more soil,
so that when | throw the seed there now, it's got a place to develop its roots.
That's what the farmer does in the off-season. He's trying to get more land to do
it.

In Israel, what do they do with the stones? When you go to Israel, you don't
have to worry about finding stones on the farms. They're there. And they're
constantly digging these things up, and they're making walls out of it; they're
making their buildings out of it. You can see it. It's ongoing work. But soil is
being developed there.

And then we have the weeds. Oh, the weeds. Oh, you know, they're there.
Barbara's there, and she's in the back of our yard where we've got perennials
that grow. And she's fighting the weeds, and she's gotta do it every year. It's a
war that she's got to win. I've seen it. But you know, we take care of the weeds
because we know that they're competing with what we want to grow there. We
do these things in a farming way, so more people can hear the word and
respond. And respond to it.



By living a balanced life of “word and deed,”! we’re not trying to be
hypocrites. We're trying to live the truth. By explaining the gospel in
understandable ways and making sure we get the message right to unbelievers
so they can understand it, we’re preparing for their response and for them to
turn to the Lord. Now a lot of this stuff is also what God is doing in the heart,
right? It's not us, you know. But that's what we're praying for, and that's what
this parable is about—getting a response where we get a hundredfold, or
sixtyfold, or thirtyfold.

We don't know what we'll get, but we'll get a crop that produces. And that's
what we want to do. Okay, I've done my best for the time that | had to explain
what | can to help us apply it. But like | said, this is a simple parable to read and
understand because it's the Lord Himself that tells us what it means. Okay, and
we can build on that. We can build on that. So wherever you're at, give out the
word.

Give out the word, give out the explanation, and help people understand so
they can turn to God. Some people won't understand what you're talking about,
but others will. When they respond, take time to disciple them. Pay attention to
those who respond favorably. Pray for those who aren't, and if you're close to
them, keep praying for them. But that's this parable. In this time between
rejection and acceptance, we're deep in God's garden.

So, Lord, thank you for your word. We should be able to take it to our
gardens. To the people that we're trying to reach out to. Help us to live for you.
Help us, Lord, to call on you to help us know what you want us to do, Lord.
You're not the problem, but help the ground to be cultivated. Help people to
hear it and understand it so that they might trust the Lord. Some won't. But let's
keep working. Keep looking for you to produce the fruit from your seed. We
thank you for this. In Jesus' name. Amen.

T word and deed. 1 Cor 10:31; navta ig §6&av Oeo0 molelte. New King James Version
Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. Col. 3:16,
17 &v Noyw 1) ev Epyw, New King James Version And whatever you do in word or deed, do all
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. James 1:22 New
King James Version But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. Lk.
11:28 New King James Version But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the
word of God and keep it!”

| have never met anybody who has completely obeyed or in every word or deed had some type
of perfection. We are all sinners. But the goal of speaking and doing, obeying, hearing, and
applying the Bible should be everybody's goal. Sinless perfection is not possible in a fallen
world. We will always have a sinful nature in this life. It really helps to know that God loves us
and helps us to grow.



