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July 6, 2025

Pastor Bill Reeves

Gen 14 Get Your Scorecard Here 

Well, praise the Lord, I'm glad to be here today. As I mentioned, we had a 
nice time on the 4th of July. And being in that shelter, like the little birds that 
were all around us, sometimes telling us it was time for us to go. You know, they 
had that song going too. However, the Lord gave us a gentle breeze, and it was 
nice. I walked out into the sun for a little bit, and I realized, man, it's nice under 
that pavilion. So anyway, we had a good time. And I trust that wherever you 
spent the 4th, you had a good time. I enjoyed the fireworks around my 
neighborhood. I understand that it's all illegal. Anyway, I still had a chance to see 
the fireworks, and there were a lot of them to see. 


What a wonderful thing, you know, the American experience. We've been 
involved in it for well over 200 years, and it remains ongoing. And I praise God 
for it. Not everybody who started it, nor everybody who's in it today, is a 
believer, but He gives us, as believers, a chance to live in a country where we 
have a voice and we are free. And I like that. And of course, today in our lesson, 
we're going to talk about that freedom that we have and our allegiance to the 
world or not. 


So, if you turn with me to Genesis chapter 14, in Sunday school, we were 
looking at the dry bones of Ezekiel, and it seemed impossible to bring life to 
those bones. You just can't do it. You know, the bones are the material part of 
our body. That stays together for a little bit longer. And I have to tell you a joke 
that I heard this morning before I forgot it. I know you're not ready for it. 


"What did one skeleton say to the other skeleton? 

Man, if I had any guts, I'd be out of here." 

And where does life come from? Well, it comes from the breath of God. 

Praise God. And something impossible to do, of course, is what the Lord is 
going to be doing in the future. And not only is he going to set up his kingdom, 
he's also going to call every believer from the grave. And those who are alive, 
he's going to call them at the same time. The dead in Christ are raised first and 
then come to life. And then they meet the Lord in the air. And it's such a 
breathtaking event that the human experience can hardly grasp, because it all 
happens in the twinkling of an eye. And only the creator of the universe could do 
that. Bring life and restore all the cells and tissues that go into a new body. And 
this body will not just be for Earth, but will be for eternity. And, you know, that's, 
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you know, to me, that's an impossible thing. And we believe in a God who does 
impossible things, and we take hope from that. And that's very important for us. 


When I first read Genesis 14, the first impression I got was a 
remembrance of my childhood, when I used to go to Cub games with my father. 
He always went to the vendor who would say, 'Get your scorecard here, get 
your scorecard,' and we would get our scorecards. And my dad taught us how 
to keep score. And we would do that while watching the game. I got that 
impression while reading Genesis 14:1-4, specifically in chapter 14, where it 
describes a conflict between nine kings, four against five. And, of course, they 
all have names that we no longer use, but they were used at that time. And you 
need a scorecard to keep track of who's who, where they go, where they come 
from, and what's going on. That was my first impression of this particular 
passage. 


You know, there are things that faith will do. There are things that faith will 
do for us who trust Christ.  (1) It purifies the heart. (2) It also works in us to love 
one another. Faith does that. And of course, first, John tells us that (3) faith 
overcomes the world. We see some of these elements at work in Abraham's life. 
As he was purified from Sodom's pollutions, he showed genuine love to his 
nephew Lot. And he was victorious over the kings. And in particular, it wasn't 
the king that he fought, but another one. He was victorious over the king of 
Sodom. And we can learn these things. I have five ways to consider as you 
review the paragraphs. 


#1 The Participants 
1And it came to pass in the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king 

of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal king of nations, 2that they 
made war with Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of 
Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3All 
these joined together in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Salt Sea). 4Twelve years 
they served Chedorlaomer, and in the thirteenth year they rebelled.


Now, all these guys come from an area east of Babylon. And this is their 
day to enter the world stage. They had been here before, 12 years before, and 
they had a conquest of the cities of the south. And they were paying tribute to 
this guy. And he and the Elamites would eventually destroy the city of Ur, and 
that was the hometown of Abraham. And we're talking about places in Iraq, and 
where this guy comes from, and where these kings come from. We should also 
note that these individuals were part of a movement aimed at achieving global 
power status. They weren't just tribal, they weren't just local, they had big 
ambitions. And that plays a significant role in the story here.
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Zoar is right at the bottom of the Dead Sea. And all these things, all these 
joined together. And they met at the valley of Siddim, that is the Salt Sea. So, 
they were below the Salt Sea or the Dead Sea. Now, they served this guy for 12 
years, and on the 13th year, they said, Well, we're done with this, we're going to 
rebel. So, they got there, those five kings, they got together and they said, we're 
going to rebel against this guy. It took a year for that guy to respond. The 
rebellion was doing pretty well for about a year. 


#2 World Powers on the Move 
Then, 

5In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings that were with him 

came and attacked the Rephaim in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the 
Emim in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 6and the Horites in their mountain of Seir, as far as 
El Paran, which is by the wilderness. 7Then they turned back and came to En 
Mishpat (that is, Kadesh), and attacked all the country of the Amalekites, and 
also the Amorites who dwelt in Hazezon Tamar.


So, they were going up and around, taking the trip that Abraham took as 
he entered into the Promised Land. You had two ways to go. You're going to go 
along the rivers, or you're going to go straight across a desert with no water. So, 
you know, that's an easy one. They go where the water goes. So, they're coming 
along that international highway, and they move down east of the Dead Sea and 
Jordan. They go south for about a hundred miles or so to Kadesh, and then they 
come up to meet the rebels at the Dead Sea. 


# 3 War should have careful Advise 
 So, they turned back. OK, I read that. Now, verse 8, 9 

8And the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the 

king of Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out and joined together 
in battle in the Valley of Siddim against 9Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king 
of nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings 
against five."


Now, Jesus tells us, 

"Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down 

first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? 32Or else, while the other is still a great way 
off, he sends a delegation and asks conditions of peace."  
1

King Solomon's advice in Proverbs. 20:24; 24:26


 Luke 14:311
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"Plans are established by counsel; By wise counsel wage war."

"For by wise counsel you will wage your own war, And in a multitude of 

counselors there is safety."

Now, these five kings thought that they had enough to battle this 

international group of people, and they're going to be greatly surprised. 

"And against Chedorlaomer, the king of Elam, and his buddies, verse 10, 

"Now the Valley of Siddim was full of asphalt pits; and the kings of Sodom 

and Gomorrah fled; some fell there, and the remainder fled to the mountains." 

So, when the battle took place, the strategy of the guys that were the 

serious fighters was, "Let's chase these guys through the asphalt pits, through 
the tar pits. That'll take care of a lot of them." And the ones that it didn't take 
care of, they ran up into the mountains. 


verse 11, 

Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their 

provisions, and went their way."

Now, all of this would have just escaped into history as some local tribal 

war that who cares? You know, they happened all the time. But verse 12, that's 
the key verse here, 


"They also took Lot, Abram's brother's son who dwelt in Sodom, and his 
goods, and departed."


That's why this whole story comes into play. Now, the strategy of the 
fighters from Elah was superior to the others, and they had dictated the battle so 
far. And the king of Sodom, who was the leader of the group, did not prove to be 
a very good general, and he escaped with his life. You know, this story, if you 
took the time with it, could almost be developed into a movie for Hollywood. It's 
got heroes, it's got villains, it's got all kinds of characters, and it has got a good 
plot. Verse 13, 


#4 Abraham Gets Involved (Common ground) Protect family 
13Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, for he 

dwelt by the terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother 
of Aner; and they were allies with Abram. 


"The one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew," the first 
time that word Hebrew is used, 


14Now when Abram heard that his brother was taken captive, he armed 
his three hundred and eighteen trained servants who were born in his own 
house, and went in pursuit as far as Dan. 
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Now, we'll get into his strategy in just a minute, but here's what 
happened. Abram hears that they have taken Lot. The other guys that are his 
allies also heard that their family was taken. So, they're allies. Their common 
cause was the loss of the family that they had. Now, Abram is in the world, but 
he's not of it. And we'll see how that works out. He does have allies among his 
neighbors; their common ground was that they had lost family members, and 
they knew one another, had dealings with one another, and as far as that goes, 
they could be trusted. And they had a common ground to which they were going 
to engage in this next tremendous thing. But Abraham isn't of the world. He's 
going to show that in just a minute. 


Sometimes we have to be in this place, but we must also have the 
wisdom to recognize the people who were around us and those who may help 
us at work. I had to work at a high school, where I interacted with a diverse 
range of people. So many of them were skilled and wonderful to work with. And 
not all of them, this goes without saying, there weren't many believers among 
them. There were some, but we had a common task to take care of people, 
regardless of whether they had disabilities. That was the area where I worked. 
However, I would sometimes help out with other tasks. I coached. I worked at 
track meets. I did different things for the school. And there was a common 
ground that we had. But I also knew there were certain people that I worked with 
whom I didn't want to have anything to do with. It wouldn't have been good at 
all. And so it follows this principle that Jesus laid down. 


Verse 15. 

"He divided his forces against them by night, and he and his servants 

attacked them and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is north of 
Damascus." 


Now, we can see that Abram is a warrior. He divides his forces against 
them by night.  And he pursues them. He goes north of Damascus in the pursuit, 
about 60 miles north. OK. And it's there that he's going to encounter the rear 
guard of this army that's traveling back to Elam. And at the rear guard, they had 
the pillage they had taken. They had the goods. They had the people. They were 
slowing the army down. The army was well ahead of them. And Abram there 
catches up with the rear guard. And when he does so, he divides his army. And, 
of course, these individuals were trained and equipped with weapons. He 
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divides them up, and they perform a pincer action, where they defeat the rear 
guard and retrieve the goods and people.  And he was successful in that task.
2

Abram didn't fight with this guy when he first came over and fought those 
five kings around the Dead Sea. But when they took his nephew Lot, then 
Abram had a purpose. Just for the record, as you're looking at this passage, it 
doesn't tell us anywhere that Abram inquired of the Lord. It doesn't say that. 
Now, there are times in the Bible where people do things, and then it tells us 
they didn't ask God about it, and they got into trouble. However, we don't have 
any record of that here. We do know that Abraham, also known as Abram, was 
successful, and people did come to him. He was developing a small group of 
people for protection, utilizing his skills. And he was doing well. 


Vs. 16 "So he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his 
brother Lot and his goods, as well as the women and the people."


So he brought those people back. Now we're going to see where Abram 
is in the world, but not of the world. 


#5 In the world but not of the world (worship & Separation) 
Verse 17.

"And the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that 

is, the King's Valley), after his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the 
kings who were with him."


So he went there, and he was mentioned first. He then went and talked to 
Abraham and met with him. 


Now, verse 18, 

"Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was the 

priest of God Most High. 9And he blessed him and said "Blessed be Abram of 
God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; 20And blessed be God Most 
High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand." And he gave him a tithe 
of all." 


We have an interesting character. OK, we can't ignore Melchizedek 
because he's crucial. Then Melchizedek, the king of Salem, brought out bread 
and wine and was the priest of the Most High God. And he blessed him and 
said, "Blessed be Abraham of God most high, possessor of heaven and Earth. 
Blessed be God most high, who has delivered your enemies into your hands." 

 Often in military movements the main army being more mobile moves ahead of the rear guard 2

with prisoners and loot. This is my theory of what happened here. But it is also possible 
Abram’s attack was so successful that the army ran. When an army retreats often cost a lot of 
soldiers life. The story suggests a chase. Vs. 14.
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And Abraham gave him a tithe of it all. It tells us that in Hebrews 7:2, Abraham 
gave him a tithe. 


Now, regarding Melchizedek, there are some key verses to consider. I'm 
going to go to Psalms 110 and summarize what it says in Hebrews, as we are 
running out of time. So let's go over to 110:4 Psalm.. Now, whatever we say 
about Melchizedek, remember, this is David who writes this. 


"4The Lord has sworn And will not relent, "You are a priest forever 
According to the order of Melchizedek." 


He's the one who says this. And here, David eventually addresses who the 
Messiah would be. Now, in your notes and bulletin, we have Hebrews chapters 5 
and 7. And go ahead sometime today, while it's on your mind, to look at and 
read those verses; it will explain to you why Melchizedek is so important. 


Heb. 5:5-9

5So also Christ did not glorify Himself to become High Priest, but it was 

He who said to Him:

"You are My Son,

Today I have begotten You."

6As He also says in another place:

"You are a priest forever

According to the order of Melchizedek";

7who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 

supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him 
from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 8though He was a Son, 
yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9And having been 
perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him, 
10called by God as High Priest "according to the order of Melchizedek," 


Heb. 7:1-10

1For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, who 

met Abraham returning from the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2to 
whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of all, first being translated "king of 
righteousness," and then also king of Salem, meaning "king of peace," 3without 
father, without mother, without genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor 
end of life, but made like the Son of God, remains a priest continually.


4Now consider how great this man was, to whom even the patriarch 
Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils. 5And indeed those who are of the sons of 
Levi, who receive the priesthood, have a commandment to receive tithes from 
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the people according to the law, that is, from their brethren, though they have 
come from the loins of Abraham; 6but he whose genealogy is not derived from 
them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him who had the promises. 
7Now beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. 8Here mortal 
men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he 
lives. 9Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak, 
10for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him.


Jesus is going to be a priest, but not according to Aaron. He's going to be 
a priest according to Melchizedek. Melchizedek, to whom Abram gave a tithe. 
The Levites are going to come from Levi, the son of Jacob, Israel. They're not 
even born yet. And the sons of Levi, genetically, now, they give a tithe to 
Melchizedek before they're born. There's a priesthood that's superior even to 
the Levite priesthood. Now, Jesus cannot qualify for the Levite priesthood. He 
was born in the tribe of Judah. But he is a priest according to the order of 
Melchizedek, which predates the law. Predates the law, predates the Levites, 
predates the tabernacle, predates the temple. And he's going to be a high 
priest, it tells us, not just for some time on Earth, but he is going to be a high 
priest forever. And the Bible tells us that he functions in heaven today, 
interceding for us in his capacity as priest. We know that Jesus is a king. We 
know that he was the greatest prophet who ever lived. He was the prophet. He 
was both the king and the priest. And it all comes out of this story. 


Well, the king of Sodom said to Abram, verse 21, back in Genesis, 

"Now the king of Sodom said to Abram, 'Give me the persons, and take 

the goods for yourself."

That's an interesting offer. But if Abram takes the goods for himself, the 

king of Sodom is a political person. He's going to say, Abram, you owe me. 
Here's what 


22But Abram said to the king of Sodom, "I have raised my hand to the 
Lord, God Most High, the Possessor of heaven and earth, 23that I will take 
nothing, from a thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not take anything that is 
yours, lest you should say, 'I have made Abram rich'— 24except only what the 
young men have eaten, and the portion of the men who went with me: Aner, 
Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take their portion." 


But Abraham wouldn't take anything from this guy. Abraham is a wise 
fellow. And this has been years now since he's been around this area. And he 
has seen how the king of Sodom works. He has seen what's in Sodom. And 
when God later visits Abraham in this story and discusses Sodom and 
Gomorrah, Abraham knows what he's talking about. Some people are so wicked 
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that we can't have any fellowship with them. And Bera, the king of Sodom, was 
one of these kinds of guys, self-centered to the bone. And Abraham knew that 
he couldn't be an ally of Sodom. His only interest was to get Lot back. But he 
wasn't going to help Bera. 


Here, we see that Abraham is the watcher. He's aware. He's aware of the 
world politics of his day and the local. He is the warrior. He headed up those 
whom he trained and armed. He did have an interesting strategy. And he is the 
worshiper. He knows how to worship God. And even though God doesn't talk to 
him in this chapter, Abraham worships God. Abraham worships God. 


Now we can learn from Abraham, Satan's techniques, as it tells us in 2 
Corinthians 2:11 


lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his 
devices. 


We can learn the principles of spiritual warfare that we're fighting with 
Satan in Ephesians chapter 6:1-10. We can take on the armor of God, just as 
Abraham's soldiers took on their armor to fight. We can take on our spiritual 
armor. And, you know, we can do that. Now, we have to be wise. There are just 
people that, and you know, people, you know, people in your life that, you know 
what, this is not only a headache to see this person. This person could get me in 
trouble. You know, you know people like that. We have to stay away from those 
people. 


Now, on the other hand, we just sang a song, and we thought about the 
Fourth of July, and we have a country that we have. We pay taxes to. We pray 
for. Sometimes we have to be involved, even in protecting the rights of others 
and against others. We have to be involved there. There's a common bond that 
we share in the country we live in. But on the other hand, you don't want to 
shake hands with the devil. We have to be wise. 


If somebody were to invite me to any White House, anybody's White 
House, I would think of all the wonderful presidents that we've had in our 
history. You know, any of them invites me to it. I am saying, why am I here? I am 
completely expendable. You know, whatever is going on here is above my pay 
grade. And I'm going to be watching my little mouth so that I don't say 
something that I might say. And I might foolishly end up, you know, where the 
KGB is chasing me somewhere where I know I've got no way. You can list many 
good presidents here. All right. We don't have to list the ones that we think are 
bad. We list the good ones. And I'm going to be careful when I go to the White 
House. I am not going soon. And I'm certainly not expecting an invitation. But if I 
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were to get an invitation, I would watch these little lips. They wouldn't be moving 
because I could say something stupid and get myself involved in some way. 


Anyway, I don't mind serving our country, and I would be honored to have 
a conversation with the president or someone of similar stature. However, we 
must be aware that some of our freedom is an incredible freedom, allowing us to 
be outside, look, and be aware. And that's the principle that I like to leave you 
with to think about. OK. And Abraham did that. He was very wise. Lord, help us 
to have that wisdom.


Lord, thank you for the privilege of living in a world where 
we are called to care for others. And sometimes they're like a lot 
where they're walking. They're not walking with you. And we 
have to go after them and help them. Sometimes, Lord, there are 
people who, you know. There is evil. And we have to be careful 
not to take anything from them because we don't want any 
partnership with the darkness of Satan and with evil works. We 
do want to be separate. Help us, Lord, to know the wisdom. 
How to help people, how to be involved in life, and in things that 
matter. But also, Lord, help us understand where the wolves are, 
where the snakes are, where the dangers are. Help us to be 
aware of it, because Satan, Lord, we know, is like a lion, roaring 
lion, seeking those whom he may devour. So give us strength, 
Lord, to be in the world, walking wisely, caring for others, having 
that strength to do it, and then not be of it, where we are in 
league and ownership by evil people. Help us, Lord, to know the 
difference. In Jesus' name, amen. By the way, it's great to see 
many of you. Gary, I see you back there. Have a good day. God 
bless you. Amen. 


