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A Promise Believed 
Bill Reeves

Chapter 15 NKJV


1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a 
vision, saying, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your 
exceedingly great reward.” 

2But Abram said, “Lord God, what will You give me, seeing I 
go childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3Then Abram said, “Look, You have given me no offspring; indeed 
one born in my house is my heir!” 

4And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “This 
one shall not be your heir, but one who will come from your own 
body shall be your heir.” 5Then He brought him outside and said, 
“Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to 
number them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 

6And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for 
righteousness. 

7Then He said to him, “I am the Lord, who brought you out of 
Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to inherit it.” 

8And he said, “Lord God, how shall I know that I will inherit 
it?” 

9So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-
year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a 
young pigeon.” 10Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in 
two, down the middle, and placed each piece opposite the other; 
but he did not cut the birds in two. 11And when the vultures came 
down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

12Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon 
Abram; and behold, horror and great darkness fell upon him. 13Then 
He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your descendants will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they 
will afflict them four hundred years. 14And also the nation whom 
they serve I will judge; afterward they shall come out with great 
possessions. 15Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in 
peace; you shall be buried at a good old age. 16But in the fourth 
generation they shall return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is 
not yet complete.” 
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17And it came to pass, when the sun went down and it was 
dark, that behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning 
torch that passed between those pieces. 18On the same day the 
Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying: 

“To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of 
Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates— 19the Kenites, the 
Kenezzites, the Kadmonites, 20the Hittites, the Perizzites, the 
Rephaim, 21the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the 
Jebusites.” 

Think Of It Your Relationship With The Lord Is Your Reward 
Well, it probably cannot be said strongly enough how vital this particular 

chapter is. To quote J. Vernon McGee on at least a thousand of the chapters in 
the Bible, he would say, “This is the most important chapter in the Bible.” And 
he did that quite often. But this one, you could say that. This is a great chapter. 


Lord, open our hearts as we look at your 
marvelous promise that you made yourself, 
unconditionally. Since we didn’t participate in it, did you 
make the agreement and these promises? It pictures a 
time when we were helpless, dead in our sins, unable 
to do anything, and you did it all. You did it all on the 
cross. And all we had to do was to trust and believe. 
And you made the promises sure.


In the same way, Lord, you show us these things 
here, and we respond by faith. So help us, Lord, as we 
look at this. And there might be a few things that I’ve 
looked at that might bring some interest to it. We pray 
that we would learn these truths so that we can always 
walk by faith. In Jesus’ name, amen. 


Now, the first thing that you have to look at in this excellent chapter is the 
first three words. “After these things.” may help us understand what Abraham 
was afraid of. What’s that? Well, that points back to chapter 14. And as we 
shared last week, Abraham had to go to war to get his nephew back. My, he 
must have loved that nephew to risk his life. When he goes to war, he may think, 
You know, those guys from the East, they might come back, and I might have to 
do battle with them again, and it might cost my life.” Abraham surprised them, 
got them on the run, and once they were doing that, he had victory over them. 


We can understand how God is overseeing and overlooking this man’s 
care. We see places already where God intervened for Abraham, and while we 
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don’t see it directly in this passage in chapter 14, it’s clear that God was there, 
protecting Abraham. So he’s looking back, and he’s got fears and anxiety. Part 
of his fear may be encountering the Lord. When people encountered the Lord, 
sometimes they were afraid. But I think it refers to what Abraham was feeling 
and thinking after the battle. 


And, you know, I was reminded-- I was reading a sermon given in 1918, 
and it was a sermon where the speaker was asked, Is World War I the type of 
battle that would take place in end times?”  And the speaker said, it’s the kind of 1

battle that it is. It destroys the soul.” I agree. And then he reminded them that 
the Civil War did that in the United States when people went to war, and they 
fought sometimes in very close quarters, where they were just shooting at each 
other with deadly accuracy, resulting in so much death happening in just 
minutes. And he said that in the Civil War, because of mechanical warfare, many 
people were-- he described what they were calling back then in 1918, shell-
shocked. And, of course, many soldiers never came back the same way after 
the war. Well, that was C.I. Schofield. He went through the Civil War, and he said 
that World War I was like it-- a lot of death, mechanically orientated, where you 
didn’t see what hit you. It came from everywhere, and it was horrible. 


So Abraham is afraid, and God gives these wonderful, wonderful 
statements. “Do not be afraid, Abram.” And God often tells us, “Don’t be afraid.” 
And then he tells us why. And it’s very much along these lines. “I am your shield. 
“I will protect you. “I have protected you. I will protect you.” Now, go down to 
verse 15 in chapter 15 of Genesis. Here’s what God says to Abraham. 


“Now, as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace, “and you shall be 
buried at a very good age.” 


Can you imagine being 85 years old, and God telling you, “You’re going to 
die at a very old age,” and you’re going to say, “Okay, Lord, what age am I going 
to die at?” “Well, you’re going to die at 175.” Now, if you’re 85, you might want 
to talk directly to God and say, “Lord, 
what do you mean? “How can this 
be? “Lord, you want me to live 
another 90 years?” 


Now, when we were younger, 
we had no idea of those questions. 
We didn’t. We would look at those 

 Scofield C.I. What do the Prophets say DOES THE BIBLE THROW LIGHT ON THIS WAR? P. 9
1

Sunday school times Philadelphia 1918. the lecture was probably given in 1916 in the middle of 
the first world war.

The earliest theological use is Genesis 15:1: 
“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, 
your very great reward.” The Creator binds 
Himself to the patriarch’s wellbeing, 
embedding māgēn in covenant vocabulary. 
Moses blesses Israel, “He is your shield and 
helper and your glorious sword” 
(Deuteronomy 33:29), fusing military imagery 
with salvific assurance.
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questions and say, “Sure, I can live to 175.” But when you get to be 85, and 
somebody tells you, “You’re going to keep living,” and in Abraham’s case, 
another 90 years, you’re going to say, “How? “I don’t even know why I’m alive 
now. “How am I going to live 90 more years?” So anyway, I think it’s funny. But 
Abraham is going to live a long time. God’s going to protect him, and he’s not 
going to be taken by people. The Lord’s going to take him. So he’s — “I am your 
shield.”  
2

Now, here’s something very 
interesting. Remember when 
Abraham, in Chapter 14, was offered 
that gift from the king of Sodom? Not 
a gift. He was providing a sort of 
politically connected endorsement 
gift, where you take this, and you and 
I are buddies, and Abraham didn’t 
take it. So the Lord says here, “I am 
your exceedingly great reward.” Here 
it is. God may be telling you and me 
today, “I am your reward.” You have a 
relationship with me and I with you, 
and we walk together, that is your 
reward. You are a child of the king, 
and you can come to me every day, 
and you can talk to me, and I will talk 
to you. “I am your reward.”  
3

Oh, I thought I was going to get a new house. Okay, not that you would 
ever think this, but I’ve been known to think it once or twice an hour. Oh, my 
reward, a swimming pool. Wouldn’t that be lovely? Indoor, because I live in 
Illinois, and you can’t be outdoors because you can only use it for a little bit. So I 
got an indoor swimming pool. Ah, you know, there I am with my rubber ducky. 
Now, I’ve got a better one than that. The Lord’s my reward. What a privilege. All 
right. 


 https://biblehub.com/hebrew/4043.htm2

 https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7939.htm3

From the outset God proclaims Himself 
Abram’s reward: “I am your shield, your 
exceedingly great reward” (Genesis 15:1). Here 
 transcends monetary value; God Himself שׂכָרָ
is the believer’s compensation. Later promises 
echo this theme:

• Ruth 2:12 “May the LORD repay your work 
and your reward be full from the LORD, the 
God of Israel, under whose wings you have 
come for refuge.”

• Isaiah 40:10 “See, the Lord GOD comes with 
power… His reward is with Him.”

• Isaiah 62:11 “See, your Savior comes! Look, 
His reward is with Him.”

• Jeremiah 31:16 “Your work will be rewarded.”

These verses anchor human hope, assuring 
the faithful that service rendered in love will 
never be forgotten. God’s reward is invariably 
commensurate with His character—righteous, 
generous, and sure.
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A Real Conversation with God 
Now, in your bulletin on the back cover, I have arrows that are going back 

and forth.  God says something, Abraham says something, God says 4

something, Abraham says something, God says something, Abraham says 
something, God says something, Abraham says something, and then God says 
and does something. And underneath those were Abraham, I either put 
questions or something that highlighted that particular conversation. So as we 
go through this, we’re going to see a wonderful, intelligent conversation. 


That’s great. All right, so here’s the first conversation. 

But I want to remind you of a moment of another great conversation in 

Scripture that Jesus had with the woman at the well.  Nobody taught that 5

particular conversation, in my experience, better than the way Pastor Raines has 
taught it over the years. I’ve heard it a couple of times, but the first time I heard 
it, nobody equaled that analysis in all my years. And first of all, she’s a brilliant 
woman. And Jesus and she had a very, very interesting conversation going back 
and forth between physical and spiritual and all types of things that were going 
on. 


Well, here’s another very intelligent conversation in Chapter 15. Here, God 
and Abraham talk. As I read J. Abraham McGee on this topic last night, he 
emphasized the need to speak to God as Abraham did. Honest, direct, real 

 Abraham: One Nomad’s Amazing Journey of Faith Copyright © 2014 by Charles Swindoll. P 4

54This idea came from Dr. Swindoll’s book on Abraham. I extended the conversation 13-21 
and added the word pictures

 John 4:5-26 as you read this of scripture, look for the energy and conflict in the conversation. 5

How does the Lord help this woman to salvation?
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conversation. And it’s a good thing. So here we go. See, Abraham is a very 
practical kind of guy. 


Abraham said, “Lord God, what will you give me, seeing that I am 
childless and the heir of my house is Eleazar of Damascus?” And Abraham said, 
“Look, you have given me no offspring. Indeed, one born in my house is my 
heir.” And he’s talking about the servant who was born in his house. There 
hasn’t been anybody. He doesn’t have an heir. And that was God’s promise back 
in Genesis 12 and Genesis 13 that Abraham would have descendants. So 
Abraham’s saying here, “God, I am now 10 years older and I have no son.” So 
the whole idea of God telling Abraham he’s going to live to an old age, I think, 
has a little sense of humor. Abraham, you think you’re old? Well, you’re going to 
live to 175. And let me tell you, Abraham, my son, you’re going to learn what age 
is as it goes to 175. Abraham talks with God and gives him the problem he’s 
having directly. 


The Night Sky - God’s Classroom On Faith 
So, in verse 5, God takes him to the classroom. He takes him to the 

classroom. I love this when God brings us to his classroom to view the night sky. 
I wish we could see the classroom that Abraham saw back then. Verse 5, “And 
he brought him outside and he said, ‘Look towards heaven. Count the stars, if 
you’re able to number them.’ And he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants 
be.’ In the night sky in Abraham’s time, there was no light pollution.” So he’s 
seeing all the stars possible that you could see with the naked eye. And he gets 
it. They are uncountable, although people have counted them. Visibly, for a good 
pair of eyes, you can see about 4,000 stars. But if you’re sitting there counting 
4,000, you’re going to get a few mosquito bites. Nevertheless, there are a lot of 
stars. And we know that with any magnification, you don’t just see 4,000 stars, 
but you see millions, and then you see galaxies, billions, etc. Untold numbers. 
That’s the idea. Abraham’s going to have a lot of kids. He doesn’t have any yet. 
But this is wonderful. 


Verse 6. Okay? “Abraham believed God.” He believed when God said, 
‘You’re going to have so many descendants, you’re not going to be able to 
count them.’ Abraham believed Him. Didn’t know how it would be done, but he 
believed Him. And then we get this great verse. 


“And he believed in the Lord, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” 


Now, what’s terrific about this is that we know God has used these verses 
repeatedly, teaching us many things. 
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Romans 4.3 says, “What does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, 
and it was counted to him for righteousness.’” 


Galatians 3.6. “Just as Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to 
him righteousness.” 


And then James says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted 
unto him righteousness.” 


Now, all three sections, from Romans, Galatians, and James, teach us 
something different about that faith.  But when we come to know Christ, we 6

discover that our faith gives us the ability to believe. God gave us this ability, 
and it’s the only requirement He’s ever asked of us. When we come to Him by 
faith, God declares us righteous. 


You see, Romans, in the first eight chapters of Romans, tells you how God 
makes somebody a sinner, how God makes a sinner righteous. And he does it 
by faith. And we become righteous. 


“He became sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God.” 

Wonderful, wonderful truth. Repeated often in the Scriptures. Well, 

another truth about faith is repeated three times. 

“Behold the proud, his soul is upon him, but the just shall live by faith.” 

Habakkuk 2.4, “The just shall live by faith.” The proud live a different way, but 
the just shall live by faith. 


Romans 1.17 “For in it, the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to 
faith, as it’s written, ‘The just shall live by faith.’” 


Hebrews 10.13 tells us, “Now the just shall live by faith, but anyone draws 
back, “My soul doesn’t take pleasure in him,” 


Here doesn’t mean that he rejects that soul; he doesn’t take pleasure in 
somebody not walking in faith. Okay, he doesn’t take pleasure in that. But the 
just shall live by faith, and when we’re doing that, God takes pleasure in it. So, 
we see these truths in the Bible that set up for us a primary principle: that if we 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, we can be saved. 


“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life.” 


“For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”  
7

 What do each of these references teach us about faith?6

 Jn. 3:14-167
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Just as the pole was raised with a snake on it, and the people came out 
and looked at it, and they were healed from their sicknesses, in that same way, 
everybody who believes in Christ can be saved. And that’s how he does it.  


Now, Abraham believed God concerning the descendants, and it was 
accounted unto him righteousness. We know that God saved Abraham, and he 
did it by faith. 


Verse 7, God speaking. “Then he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought 
you out of Ur, the Chaldeans, to give this land to inherit it.’” Practical Abraham. 
We need to be practical and honest with God when we talk to him. Real and 
practical. Abraham says, “Lord God, how shall I know? How shall I know I will 
inherit it?” Now, he’s not asking, in my humble opinion, for a sign. Some people 
say that he is. I don’t think he’s asking for a sign. He’s asking, “How can I know? 
How can I see it? How can I know?” All right. And so the Lord’s going to tell him 
how he’s going to know. 


Abrahamic Covenant Unconditional 
Verse 9, now God takes over the conversation, yet Abraham’s going to 

have a part in it. We’ll see that as we go along. But now the emphasis comes 
into God’s conversation with Abraham. “So he said to him, ‘Bring me a three-
year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old ram, a turtle dove, 
and a young pigeon.’” He instructs Abraham to bring various animals as an 
offering to establish a covenant here. And they are from the animals that a rich 
person would own, down to somebody who was poor and could only bring a 
pigeon. He’s got all of that there, and he brings it to it. “And he brought all those 
to him, and then Abraham cut in two right down the middle and placed the 
pieces opposite each other, but he did not cut the birds in two.” So he left the 
turtle dove and the pigeon alone. 


Now, “And when the vultures came down on the carcasses, Abraham 
drove them away.” The buzzards, the crows, they came down to eat this stuff. 
And this is a literary statement as well about the scene. As these birds of prey 
come down, Abraham’s chasing them away. This scene is all about the coming 
darkness that God’s going to let Abraham experience in his dream. Right now, 
he’s consciously chasing away these birds. 


Have you ever looked at a vulture? Don’t they have just a beautiful face? 
Some of us were blessed when we learned that little -- it was a cartoon that was 
made before I was born. But, you know, “I’m bringing home a baby bumblebee, 
and won’t my mother be proud of me?”  Anyway, so this dumb vulture is 8

 Looney toons 1942?8
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bringing it along. Of course, the smarter vultures don’t like this guy, but I 
remember that. How many times did I see that little cartoon? Too many. Now, he 
has prepared all that. 


Now, verse 12, new paragraph, “When the sun was going down, a deep 
sleep fell upon Abraham. Behold, horror and great darkness came upon him.” 
Keep in mind the vulture and the crow. “And he said to Abraham, ‘Know 
certainly that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs. They 
will serve them, and they will be afflicted for 400 years.’” Wow. In this darkness 
that God created, Abraham is there, where God is showing him things now; he’s 
showing what’s going to happen to his descendants, the awfulness of slavery, 
and how they’re going to be treated. It’s a nightmare. How would you explain 
something that hasn’t happened yet? “And also the nation whom they serve I 
will judge afterward, and they will come out with great possessions.” So 
whatever happened between Moses and the Pharaoh in Exodus, Abraham gets 
a glimpse of that in his dream. And the Pharaohs in Egypt are going to be 
punished for their treatment of God’s people. 


Now, “As for you,” verse 15, “you will go with your fathers in peace, and 
you shall be buried at a good old age.”  


“But in the fourth generation, they will return here, for the iniquity of the 
Amorites is not yet complete.” Unbelievable that God loves the world, and he 
loves the Canaanites and the Amorites, and he’s postponing 400 years to give 
them a chance to get right with him. You see, he wants people to come to know 
him. So sometimes he delays his judgment and punishment to give them time to 
repent. But they’re going to come back to the land, and that’s when they’re 
going to conquer the land. 


Verse 17, “Now it came to pass that when the sun went down, it was 
dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a burning torch that 
passed between those pieces. On the same day, God, or the Lord, made a 
covenant with Abraham, saying,” So, here’s how Abraham knows what God did. 
“It’s dark, and there appeared a smoking oven.” So on your chart, in the back of 
your bulletin, I have an old oven that they would have had back in that time. I 
have just a little picture of it, and that passes, some form of that oven, passes 
between these pieces. It speaks of judgment. A burning torch speaks of light, 
because God is the light. And they passed between those pieces, and Abraham 
could see those things. All right? 


The Real Boarders Of The Promise Land 
Now it continues and says, verse 18, “The same day, the Lord made a 

covenant with Abraham, saying, ‘Your descendants I have given the land from 
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the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates, the Canaanites, the 
Canaanites, the Catomites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, and the Rephraim.” He’s 
going to give all that land. And if you look at that land, Israel has never had all of 
that land. They’ve never had it. And they never will until Jesus comes back. 
That’s my prediction. I’m just saying, I don’t see them having the land that he 
describes until the Lord gets here. And then it’s going to happen. Now, if you put 
a map up here, and all the land belongs to Israel in that map, there’s going to be 
at least 2 billion people on the planet ready to go to war. They’re not going to 
like that map at all. You see, it’s going to take the Lord to do this. Some people 
disagree about the size of this land, but it’s pretty big. I think it is a possibility. It 
goes all the way to the Nile. My only exception would be that it doesn’t say the 
Great River Nile, like it says the Great Euphrates. In the language, it doesn’t say 
that. But it could be the Nile. Some say it’s a wadi. The word for river here refers 
to a large river. So that initial river is big. Well, that points to the Nile. So I can 
rest there. I’m just kind of letting you know my thinking on this one. I think it 
probably is the Nile, because when the Messiah comes, he’s got a significant 
role. But it’s an ample land. 


Jesus Work on the Cross 
I have to take you to another place. We were not born yet. And I know that 

there’s been some debate here from this pulpit about whether Pastor has been a 
counselor to Moses or not. I understand that delusional debate. But I can tell 
you in truth that neither the Pastor nor I was here when this happened. But there 
was a time when our God went to the cross. And he died on the cross. And 
when he was dying on the cross, everything became dark, much like the 
darkness that you see in Abraham’s dream. And he was there on the cross dying 
for our sins. You know, we were dead in our sins. We were born dead in our sins. 
I mean, we were born alive, and we ran around as toddlers and did all that kind 
of stuff. But spiritually, we were not alive to God. And because of sin, we were 
paralyzed, much like Abraham was in this sleep here that God did for him. And 
there was nothing ever that we could do to save ourselves. God came and made 
a new covenant in my blood. And God passed through the pieces on that cross. 
We didn’t do it. He did it. And he paid the penalty for our sins. He did it all. And 
when his work was done, he didn’t need to keep dying. He gave up his spirit. 
Why? Because the job was finished. Our sins were atoned for. 


So here we go. We are born 1,900 years or more later. And we find out 
that Jesus died for our sins and he saves us. There was a fellow who went to 
college, and he came back an unbeliever. His mother had taught him, and she 
and the son were talking again. And the mother gave the testimony about how 
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God saved her. And the son countered, “Your soul isn’t worth anything.” Nice 
thing to say to your mother. It’s just a little speck of the universe. It doesn’t mean 
anything. “How do you know you’re saved?” Well, she didn’t say anything right 
away. Later, she came back and she said, “You know, you are probably right that 
my soul isn’t worth very much. It’s tiny. It’s not a big thing in the universe. But it’s 
not about me. It’s about God. It’s about his reputation. He was the one who 
gave the promise. He was the one who provided salvation, telling me to believe, 
and then he would give me eternal life. You see, he gave the promise. And it’s 
God of the universe who is going to keep that promise to me. That’s how I know 
I’m saved. 


So, you know, it’s a wonderful thing. It’s a huge thing that God did for us. 
He did it unconditionally. He didn’t do it because we’re anything special, you 
know. He did it because he loved us. And he set down the condition that we 
have to have faith and believe. And just like Abraham, when we believe in God, 
he saves. And he keeps his word. And I don’t want to make fun of the Lord and 
have a conversation with God where, God, I am 73 years old. When is this going 
to happen? And God says, Well, okay. I’ll show you when it’s happened. You’re 
going to live to be a ripe old age. And you’re going to see it happen before you 
die. And he keeps me living here for 175 years. Oh, man. You know, yeah, I 
walked up the stairs here. But if it were 175 years, they’d have to have a gurney 
that had an automatic power thing, you know, and lift, put me down. Could you 
imagine seeing how wrinkled I would be? You know, that guy used to be heavy. 
You know, now, oh, man, he looks like bones. No, I don’t want to put God up to 
this, where he allows me to live to be 175 years old. No, no, no. Lord, I’m 
serious here. I don’t want that. 


The promise of his salvation is true for every one of us. And he will keep it. 
We have eternal life. When he gives you everlasting life, it’s not going to be 
taken away. Otherwise, it wouldn’t be everlasting. A promise I’ve been looking at 
this week is that I will never cast away anyone who comes to me. Everybody 
who comes to me, I will never cast away. 


Thank you, Lord. Help us to take these promises, 
Lord, these big stories in your Scripture, how you work 
to fulfill the promise to Abraham about the land, the 
descendants, and his seed, and how Abraham would 
bless the whole world through the Lord Jesus who 
came. And then he died and did all of the work 
necessary for us to know him as our Savior. And that in 
that saving, it’s eternal. And then he challenges us to 
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continue living by faith in this life. By faith, Lord, let’s 
help us face whatever thing we have to do. Please give 
us the strength and energy. Please help us to trust in 
you because you are our great reward. When we have 
our quiet time this week, Lord, it is you who are our 
great reward. And our time with you is so precious that 
we cannot put a monetary value on it. Let us take that 
as we go from here today. In Jesus’ name, amen. 


