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Genesis 12 

Promises and Problems 

Lord, as we delve into your Word today, I thank you for 
the promises that help us with our problems. When we 
learn of you and we begin to walk with you, it's not too far 
before we encounter trials or tribulations or even 
temptations. And you allow these things, Lord, into our 
lives to strengthen our faith and to look for greater things 
that you might do in our lives. We pray, Lord, that we 
would live our lives today and make them count for Jesus 
just as much as we would have prayed when we were in 
our 20s, and that our lives would count for the Lord. And 
yet now we want to count for you, and we know, Lord, that 
we have a real special opportunity to share the good 
news, to help other people know the Lord, to help people 
grow, and help them to come along because you have 
brought us to this point in our lives. We now have a 
ministry that was previously unattainable, but is within our 
reach today. We pray that we would embrace these things 
and learn to walk with you. In Jesus' name, amen. 


Turn to your Bibles. You know, sometimes, you know, they say, "Turn to this 
familiar passage," or this or that. And after a while, for the Christian, a lot of 
passages get familiar, which is good. In Genesis chapter 12, you've heard this 
particular chapter many times. And I've been sharing some messages from the 
Old Testament. I also wanted to do a character study, and Abraham is a great 
one. So, we're going to start. 


Now, we told you last week, and I did it on purpose. I wanted to show you 
that Abraham came from you, which is unexpected. He came from a town that 
was an idle worshipping town. His father was an idol worshipper. There's 
nothing to indicate that Abraham wasn't. We don't know how God was working 
in Abraham to develop his life. He was a good businessman. He was a strong 
leader. He was a man of opportunity. And he had lived a while, you know. And 
because he lived a while, God says, "You know, it's time." 


If you knew you had a hundred years to live, some of you, if you knew that 
you had 85 years to live yet, that you've already lived some life, but you have 
another hundred years, or you have another 85, 84 years, we could think of you 
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as in middle age. But we don't live as long as Abraham did. But it boggles the 
mind. Anyway. 


Promises 
So the Lord had said to Abraham, his name wasn't Abraham yet, 


1Now the Lord had said to Abram:

“Get out of your country,

From your family

And from your father’s house,

To a land that I will show you.

2I will make you a great nation;

I will bless you

And make your name great;

And you shall be a blessing.

3I will bless those who bless you,

And I will curse him who curses you;

And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”


Abraham gets a call. You know, why? One, Abraham is going to demonstrate 
to us how God saves people, the salvation of the Lord. Two, Abraham, through 
him, the whole world is going to get blessed. Take three as our example: how 
many people are blessed by our living for God? Probably many, and God chose 
Abraham for that. Abraham was an example of faith. 


Right out of the bat, he gets these tremendous promises, and then he is 
tested. And one, he does something quite remarkable. He obeys the Lord. And 
then the other, he kind of falls flat on his face. It isn't like our lives. We learn from 
both our successes and our failures how to walk with God. And sometimes we 
do this without realizing that.  


Remember, the TV show that began with "this was a test. This was only a 
test. Do not adjust your TV set. We have taken control of it."


And so Abraham gets the call. Now, I want you to know, I will. Okay. There 
are five instances where it says, "I will."


"I will make you a great nation. I will bless you. I will bless those who bless 
you. I will curse those who curse you." And then if you move down to chapter or 
verse seven, "then the Lord appeared to Abraham and said to your 
descendants, I will give this land." There's, you know, I will a lot. This is what 
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God is going to do. Abraham didn't have to do anything to receive any of these 
promises. I will. 


We know in Genesis chapter 15 that Abraham called upon the Lord, and the 
Lord saved him.  But that salvation, you know, in Genesis chapter 4:26. 
1

"And as for Seth, to him also a son was born; and he named him Enosh. 
Then men began to call on the name of the Lord." 


At the birth of a child, somehow, that for a father, that helps you set priorities, 
doesn't it? At the birth of a child, men began to set priorities and call upon the 
name of the Lord. They began to call on him. In the book of Acts, 2:21, 


And it shall come to pass that whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved. 


Oh, I love that verse. I love that verse so much. I'm going to go over to 
Romans 10:13, 


"for whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved." 

You know, men began to call upon the name of the Lord, and anybody who 

calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

Now, here, back in Genesis, Abraham, in verse seven, "called on the name of 

the Lord." And "to call," the Word can say a lot of words in the Old Testament, 
and I'm not even going to go down the trail to tell you how many ways that Word 
is used. But when it's used in the call on the name of the Lord, it's specific. 
You're asking God, "Your name, God, you help me. I cry out to you, help me." 
And in this sense, we're saying, in the scriptures, especially the first time we do 
it, "Lord, help me, save me. I can't do it. You got to help me, Lord." And we're 
calling on the Lord. We're addressing the Lord. We're communicating with the 
Lord. 


Now, God communicated to Abraham, or Abram. He started the process with 
Abram. John 15:16 tells us, 


"You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should 
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the 
Father in My name He may give you." 


  Gen. 15:6, “And he believed in the Lord, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.” Paul 1 1

uses this verse in Ro.4:3 “For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.” 4:9b “For we say that faith was accounted to Abraham 
for righteousness” Gal. 3:6 just as Abraham “believed God, and it was accounted to him for 
righteousness.” With Paul we are saved by faith and we walk by faith. 2 Cor. 5:7 For we walk 
by faith, not by sight. Ro. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38 “the just shall live by faith” from Hab. 2:4.

James 2:23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was 
accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 
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God started the communication with Abram almost out of the blue, you could 
say. We don't know how much out of the blue. We have no record of God talking 
to Abram before this, but God begins the communication with Abram. And he 
gives him these three promises, and 


They have to do with the land. 

They've got to do with the nation.  

In you, (seed) Abram, all the nations are blessed. 

And that's going to point to, as God communicating with Abram several 

times, he communicates with Isaac, and he communicates with Jacob several 
times. And in the Bible, this particular Abrahamic covenant is given several times 
as well, outside of Genesis. But it's going to point out in you, your seed, and 
that seed is going to get very specific to refer to Christ. And in you and in him, 
all nations are blessed. When we get to the New Testament, we find that Jesus 
died for his people, and people were coming to know the Lord, but Jesus had in 
mind that this gospel was going to go out over the whole world. 


In fact, he told Peter,  "You know, you've been eating like a Jew. You've been 2

living in the Jewish culture. You're very comfortable. But now I want you to be 
able to go anywhere in the world and eat what they eat and open up the Word to 
everybody." So that's why the sheet came down, showing Peter all those foods 
that he could now eat. Why? Because God wanted Peter to get out where 
people were. People all over the world eat some interesting things. And there 
you are, and you're going to eat it. The ability to eat the food in the culture is 
very important in sharing the gospel.


My son loves for me to eat new things. Especially food that I may not like. He 
wants to see my reaction so that he can laugh about it. And he will laugh about 
it for years. Oh, it's horrible. (All in jest by the way) So, anyway, I've come across 
something completely different, and I want to like it. So it goes in my mouth. I try 
to like it but it tastes awful. I may try to put on a brave face but my initial reaction 
can’t hide it. It’s quite a game. Oh, man, I'll tell you one time, he and his friend 
took me out, and they put me in the back seat of a convertible. And it was so 
tight in the back seat, I couldn't get out. That was another laugh at dad moment. 
All right, anyway. But you see, we're to go out to the whole world, and 
sometimes there's food that's not our food. 


And, you know, that my son was cruel. Oh, I'm just as bad. You see, we're in 
Israel. And, you know, Pastor told us, he said, Pastor Rains, he said, "Now 
listen, when you go to these people and they give you something to eat, don't 

 Acts. 10:9-162
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say no." By now, you are aware of the banter between tea and coffee. We bring 
it up here from time to time. This is guy talk. Larry Menshel and I love coffee, but 
Chuck Rains does not like coffee. An opportunity arose where we knew Pastor 
could not refuse to drink the coffee.


We were in our glory. We had Pastor cornered. Our host asked if we would 
like a drink or coffee. Larry and I said in unison that we would love a cup of 
coffee. Now, Pastor had to drink the coffee.  But that coffee was, I mean, it was 
syrup. It wasn't just, you know, it wasn't like we had coffee. It was so thick, it 
was a syrup. And we said, "Oh, no, we would never say no to this." So he had 
all three of us drink it. Pastor had to drink it, you know. And he drank it like a 
shot of whiskey to get it down as quickly as he could. And then the guy says, 
"Oh, you like it." He poured him another one. Now I've, I've told, I've worn that 
story out. But every time I think about it, you know, you know where my son got 
his sense of humor. 


Anyway, we need to be prepared to reach out to the entire world. Abraham is 
the start of all this. Now he is 75 years old. Now I used to think that was old. 
Okay, but now that I'm 73, you know, it's relative. But there, Abraham is told by 
God, "I want you to leave where you are living, where you're comfortable. I want 
you to leave your country, leave your family, and go to a place that I'll show 
you." And so, you know, Abraham's packing up. He's packing up, and people 
ask him, "Where are you going?" "I don't know." You know, but I'm going. They 
probably thought that he might have lost his marbles. 


4So Abram departed as the Lord had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. 
And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5Then 
Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions 
that they had gathered, and the people whom they had acquired in Haran, and 
they departed to go to the land of Canaan. So they came to the land of Canaan. 
6Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, as far as the 
terebinth tree of Moreh. And the Canaanites were then in the land.


The terebinth tree could be translated 
as the "tree of teaching." And the 
Canaanites were then in the land. 
That tree was likely a Canaanite 
worship site where Abram went. You 
know, if there was an enormous tree, 
that was one of their places of 
worship. And now  Abram goes 
there. 


Sacred tree in Liberia 
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During my time in Liberia, I worked in the bush and was shown traditional 
sacred areas that I was to avoid. It was at locations like this where people were 
sacrificed. Their skin was taken for drums in December. It was a perilous time to 
be in another tribes area. Wow, this practice was restricted at the time. It still 
went on. Before World War II, the number of people killed at such sites was very 
high. These sites represented the tree, which symbolized the conflict between 
good and evil spirits. And the people feared the evil spirits. I don't know how 
this practice is conducted today. But there is an underlying evil here that still 

exists. You have to live there and 
investigate it yourself because an AI 
will not give you this information.

And then the Lord appeared to Abram 
and said to your descendants, "Note 
that I will again give this land." And 
there he, Abram, built an altar to the 
Lord who had appeared to him. And 
now, at that very site, that pagan site, 
Abraham builds an altar that 
everybody can see. And it's saying, 
the God of Abraham is here. The God 

of Abraham is here. Okay. And he moved from there to the mountain east of 
Bethel, and he pitched his tent with Bethel on the west and I on the east. And he 
built an altar to the Lord and called on the name of the  Lord. So he journeys, 
going still toward the south. So, he arrives at Bethel, and Bethel and Ai are very 
close to each other. 


Now I had an opportunity to go to Ai, and our instructor, professor, Dr. 
Munson, was telling us about the battle of Ai that you see in the book of Joshua. 
And he was explaining the, how the military procedures were going in Ai. Now, 
Ai got utterly destroyed at this time. And it was never resettled. So all you see at 
Ai are rocks. That's all you see, you know, in every direction. And, you know, Dr. 
Munson was pointing over here. Now he says, now the Israelites came from over 
here, and then they came from over here, and here were the, you know, the 
Canaanites at Ai, you know, and everything. And every time he said where these 
things were, I'm taking pictures, you know, I must've taken 36 pictures. Why? I 
don't know why. When I got them home, guess what I saw with those 36 
pictures? - Rocks. - Rocks and more rocks and more rocks. I had no idea what I 
was looking at, you know. What a waste of film. Anyway, I mean, one picture 
would have been enough. It just showed you the rocks. Now, if you had a film 
and he was talking in it, then it would make sense. But when I take pictures, I 
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end up with a lot, and I should probably show you some of them. Whenever you 
think you've had enough of me, well, here's a picture number. Anyway, that's 
where Abram was. And it's there that he set up that altar where he worshiped 
God.


He's going to do another altar in chapter 13, verse four, and we'll talk about 
that in a minute. All right. - I thought that rock pile was special. - Huh? - I 
thought that rock pile on film was special. - Well, you might have had, God 
might have given you revelations, because I had no idea what I was looking at. 
All we could do was laugh because it was rock after rock.


Problems 
Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt, where 

he dwelt because the famine was severe in the land. And it came to pass when 
he was close to Egypt that he said to Sarah, Okay, now there's a famine." If you 
ever visit the Negev, the best time to see it is in August. And in August, the 
Negev is very barren. You wonder why anybody would live there because, you 
know, there are wells, and that's what it is, you know, wherever you can find 
water is life. But the land itself is very fragile. If it rains, they'll have enough to get 
through. But if it doesn't rain, they won't have enough to get through. Abram 
lived in the crescent, you know, between the Tigris and the Euphrates. There 
was always water there. There were always places to have your sheep and your 
goats and your other animals and your farm life. You could do all of that 
between the rivers because there was a lot of water. But when he gets to the 
Negev, it's a game-changer. It's completely different. And he's got a new 
experience. So he is hungry, very hungry. So in these verses from 10 and so 
forth, you will not hear Abram talking to God. I think he hasn't learned that yet. 
But let's hear it out. 


10Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to 
dwell there, for the famine was severe in the land. 11And it came to pass, when 
he was close to entering Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, "Indeed I know 
that you are a woman of beautiful countenance. 12Therefore it will happen, 
when the Egyptians see you, that they will say, 'This is his wife'; and they will kill 
me, but they will let you live. 13Please say you are my sister, that it may be well 
with me for your sake, and that I may live because of you."


Now, he knew how they were going to respond to Sarah. He probably had 
experience with this before. There might have been other people who wanted 
Sarah, but they couldn't have her because Abraham had servants, friends, and 
support. They're not going to take Sarah away from him. But in Egypt, the 
equation changes. You know, whatever the Pharaoh wants, he gets. That's the 
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new rule. And Abraham knew that, and he wasn't wrong. So he sets up a plan. 
Now, what was his plan? What was he going to do? Listen, tell them that you're 
my sister. She was his half-sister, half-true, but who else was she? His wife. 
Don't tell them that, because that'll kill me to get to you. Okay, that's a lie. All 
right, that's a lie. 


14So it was, when Abram came into Egypt, that the Egyptians saw the 
woman, that she was very beautiful. 15The princes of Pharaoh also saw her and 
commended her to Pharaoh. And the woman was taken to Pharaoh's house. 
16He treated Abram well for her sake. He had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male 
and female servants, female donkeys, and camels.


17But the Lord plagued Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because 
of Sarai, Abram's wife


Now, the princess of the Pharaoh also saw her and commended her to the 
Pharaoh, and the woman was taken to the Pharaoh's house. Abraham wasn't 
wrong. He knew what was going to happen. And he treated Abraham well for 
her sake and had sheep, oxen, and donkeys, male/female servants, female 
donkeys, and camels. Abraham profited from his lie, so much so that he's going 
to repeat this strategy another time, once it might work again. 


Now God thought about Sarah, as we'll see in the next verse, but how did 
they get out of this mess? And here it is, right here in verse 17. Now, Pharaoh's 
looking around. All his servants are sick. They're too ill to serve him. That's 
what's important. "Hey, who's going to change my TV station?" You know, they 
weren't around. They were sick. He's looking around. All of his wives are sick. 
Everybody's ill but Sarah. Pharaoh puts two and two together. Hmm, 
something's wrong. So, he inquires and he finds out. And Pharaoh called 
Abraham, "What is this that you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that 
she was your wife? Why did you say she's my sister? I might have taken her as 
my wife. Now, therefore, here is your wife. Take her and go your way." 


18And Pharaoh called Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me? 
Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 19Why did you say, 'She is my 
sister'? I might have taken her as my wife. Now therefore, here is your wife; take 
her and go your way." 20So Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and 
they sent him away, with his wife and all that he had.


Now, I don't believe the Pharaoh. I think he would have taken Sarah and he 
would have killed Abraham. But why did he not do it? Well, the Lord sent a 
plague. The Lord got everybody sick. The Lord protected Sarah and Abraham. 
But I want you to see the reason why Pharaoh did not act like he usually would 
have worked was because God said, "Because of these people, you are sick. 
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Now, we can take it up a notch if you want to." You know, and the Pharaoh was 
scared of this new God. That's why he protected him. It wasn't Abraham's 
strategy. No. So, the Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him, and they 
sent him away with his wife and all that he had. 


Many people said that this was a test. I think it was. I agree. But I'm not sure 
if Abraham realized he was taking the test, but he did fail it. And that's pretty 
consistent in our lives. When we come to know the Lord, we're going to be 
given tests. We're going to be given trials. We're going to be given temptations. 
And yes, we're going to fail some of those. And we might not even know that 
this was a test. 


Afterwards, especially when we receive revelation from God about the events 
that occur in life, turn to James chapter 1. I'll remind you of the principle here as 
we close. Abraham's just like us. We are just like Abraham. We're saved by 
grace.


2My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3knowing that 
the testing of your faith produces patience. 4But let patience have its perfect 
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5If any of you 
lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without 
reproach, and it will be given to him. 6But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, 
for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7For 
let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 


Then later it goes into temptation. But I'm going to tell you that we were 
given a promise: "For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believes in him should not perish, but have everlasting life." 
It's a tremendous promise. And we started our life out with Christ, and we've 
been walking with Christ for many years. But it isn't too long before God sends a 
test along to see how we're doing. 


Now, I don't think Abraham has yet learned how to go to the Lord over his 
daily troubles. I think he's still trying to figure it out himself. He will make 
progress in this area. He will make progress, but he's got to learn it. But we have 
to understand it, you know. When we encounter a test, a trial, a tribulation, or a 
need, we're going to try to figure it out. You betcha. You betcha we'll try to figure 
it out. We'll try to sort it out. But God's waiting for us to call on him for help, you 
know. And when we call on him, God will give us wisdom. He will give us 
strength. He will help us through, and we can pass the test. But we have to learn 
it by experience, and that's what Abraham had to do. 
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So, great chapter. Promises eternal, given by God with nothing expected 
from Abraham. He does something quite incredible. He obeys. 75 goes to a new 
place. So anyway, 


Help us, Lord, to do that. Father, thank you so much for 
your Word. Thank you for showing us that Abraham, a 
tremendous man who wasn't perfect, and perfection was 
never expected, yet he did learn to obey. He learned to 
walk with you. And you and Abraham became friends and 
familiar with one another. Help us, Lord, to learn these 
lessons so that we, too, can walk with you like Abraham 
did. In Jesus' name, Amen.


