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August 3, 2024

Pastor Bill Reeves

Living with a wrong Idea 

Underline what you think is the big idea of each paragraph. If you see 
repeated words circle those. As you read don’t forget your six friends: What, 
who, where, when, why and how. A careful read is priceless.


Gen. 17 NKJV

1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and 

said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be blameless. 2And I will 
make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply you exceedingly.” 
3Then Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying: 4“As for Me, 
behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father of many nations. 5No 
longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I 
have made you a father of many nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; 
and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7And I will 
establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you in 
their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and your 
descendants after you. 8Also I give to you and your descendants after you the 
land in which you are a stranger, all the land of Canaan, as an everlasting 
possession; and I will be their God.”


9And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you 
and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10This is My 
covenant which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants 
after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11and you shall be 
circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between Me and you. 12He who is eight days old among you shall be 
circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who is born in your house 
or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant. 13He who 
is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be 
circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 
14And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My 
covenant.”


15Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 
her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16And I will bless her and also 
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give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; 
kings of peoples shall be from her.”


17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall 
a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is 
ninety years old, bear a child?” 18And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael 
might live before You!”


19Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall 
call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting 
covenant, and with his descendants after him. 20And as for Ishmael, I have 
heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a 
great nation. 21But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall 
bear to you at this set time next year.” 22Then He finished talking with him, and 
God went up from Abraham.


23So Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were born in his house and 
all who were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s 
house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very same day, as God 
had said to him. 24Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25And Ishmael his son was thirteen 
years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26That very 
same day Abraham was circumcised, and his son Ishmael; 27and all the men of 
his house, born in the house or bought with money from a foreigner, were 
circumcised with him.


Looking at Bad Ideas 
Sometimes we have the wrong idea, and it takes a while to correct it, but 

when we do, it helps us. There have been many bad ideas that people have had. 
Because of these ideas, they often missed opportunities, sometimes 
unintentionally, as they were focused on those concepts. And a classic example 
comes from the plague that spread in Europe in 1325. And to deal with the 
plague, the people were working with the theory that came from Aristotle. 


Now Aristotle was not from the Bible. Aristotle was one of the Greek 
philosophers, along with Socrates and Plato. Aristotle was the most prolific 
writer of the three. He postulated a theory that there were four elements: earth, 
air, fire, and water. And everything could be explained using those four elements. 
Now he was thinking about it from a human perspective, so when you consider 
what he was working with, it’s an interesting theory. And he worked with it where 
there were qualities that they had, hot, cold, wet, or dry. That was also part of it. 




 of 3 14

Medieval scholars connected the plague to an imbalance of these 
qualities. And they thought that what this was bad air. You know, because they 
couldn’t see and they couldn’t measure what was causing it. They didn’t have 
the tools for it, and they weren’t thinking that way. But they thought it was bad 
air. Now, if you had the plague, a lot of things are going to smell. The plague was 
associated with a lot of dirt, garbage, rats, and disease. 


Interestingly, Jewish communities practice a higher level of hygiene. In the 
Jewish population, they had fewer problems with the plague than the Christian 
population did, and the regular people of that time. So they thought it was bad 
air. And somehow, there was an earthquake, and from the earth, you know, 
spewed up bad air. And they thought that was the cause. Now they pursued all 
kinds of theories based on their beliefs and their approach to science at that 
time. But they couldn’t figure out the plague. You know they didn’t have the 
observations about the fleas that were being transferred from the rats. The 
hygiene levels were so bad that everybody you know had these fleas, and they 
didn’t pick them up. And the plague just spread and killed a lot of people. Bad 
idea. And they couldn’t correct it at that time. 


We had an idea to add lead to our gasoline to improve its performance in 
engines, and it worked. But lead, we already knew that lead was poisonous, and 
lead in the gas would harm the environment and people. And eventually in our 
lifetime, they removed the lead from gasoline, and gasoline became lead-free. 
But for a long time, there was lead in gasoline—a bad idea. 


We had a bad idea that was generated from the 1500s, where we would 
use the slavery of people who came from another place who didn’t look like the 
people in Europe. And we would enslave those people to run the whole business 
of going overseas into the new world and establishing colonies, establishing 
plantations, etc. And they would use the power of slave power to do it. It was a 
bad idea. We’ve lived with this problem for hundreds of years, and it remains a 
problem today—a bad idea. 


Alcohol is sometimes associated with problems. That if you have a drink 
of alcohol, it helps you when you have stress or you have a problem. So a drink 
is offered to calm your nerves. I don’t know how many movies and books I’ve 
read where somebody is offering somebody else alcohol related to their 
problem. Well, that’s a bad idea, and it often leads to alcohol abuse, and it leads 
to a lot of things that hurt the body, and it doesn’t solve our problems. It was just 
a bad idea. And unfortunately, a lot of people, when they drink alcohol they 
haven’t grown much higher than their junior high years. You know they still think 
that way. Crazy. 
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Well, dumping garbage out the window was a bad idea. 

Worry or plan? 

Worrying about the future. Social scientists have studied this and they 
realize that 95% of the things we worry about don’t come true. And of the 5% 
that does come true, a lot of that we can kind of deal with and handle somewhat 
in our day-to-day and our planning to deal with those kinds of problems. But 
95% of the time, we’re just spinning our wheels over nothing, which takes away 
our energy. 


Notice what Jesus said, “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow for 
tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day it’s its own 
trouble.”  And he was teaching that you need to focus on today and deal with 1

today’s problems. That’s living in the present. That’s, man, that’s such great 
advice. You know where we handle everything day-to-day. Now you can make a 
plan. What’s the difference between making a plan and worrying? I think it’s a 
big difference. You can create a plan and work on it, and then, all of a sudden, 
reviewing it can improve your life. It’s different from worry, you know. We deal 
with our problems day by day, and today is sufficient to address them. 


There are people today who have health problems that will take a while to 
recover, and they have to work on something every day because that’s what 
they have to do.  Tomorrow, they can work on it again. Eventually, they might be 2

working on something that allows them to recover, and over time, their body will 
heal. But it doesn’t always happen all at once. We have to work on it as we go 
along. I found that out when I had surgery and the doctor told me, “Now this is 
what you’re going to go through. Your body is healing, so this is what you do 
today. This is what you do tomorrow. This is what you’re going to do a week 
from now. This is what you’re going to do nine days from now when you’re 
discharged from the hospital. Your body’s working again. This is what you’re 
going to do next week.” She gave me what to look for over the next six or seven 
weeks, before I went back to work. And the things that she said, that’s precisely 
what happened. So, I would focus on tasks I could accomplish daily, but I knew 
I couldn’t rush it. It was going to take some time. 


 Matt. 6:25-34 is a good read about worry. I cited vs. 34. Concerning your challenges, what 1

can I do today?

 As we get older embrace the idea of physical and mental rehab. What we learn needs to be 2

part of our everyday life. Did you know as you age you need to strength train to resist muscle 
loss. Take time to learn about senior physical fitness.
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So, you know, sometimes having a good idea can change everything, but 
having the wrong idea can set us off on a path where, you know, we can’t, we 
don’t do that well. 


Living 13 Years with the Wrong Idea 
Well, this is what happened to Sarah and Abraham. We learned in chapter 

15 of Genesis that Abraham had a solution to an error. He thought that his 
servant would do well to be an heir. But God says, “No, it’s not going to be your 
servant. Your heir that I’m going to bless you with my covenant with you, my 
agreement with you, is going to be from your own body, and it’s going to be for 
generation after generation. And, you know, it’s not going to be somebody who 
works for you. It’s going to be one of your own sons.” Abraham believed God, 
and as chapter 15 tells us, it was counted unto him for righteousness. And that’s 
the way of faith which saves. That’s the way of faith, which begins our walk with 
God. And here Abraham is doing it in chapter 15. 


You think everything worked out well, but then we find in chapter 16 that 
his wife had a solution. She said, “You know, Abraham, this child is going to 
come from your body, but I can’t have kids. I’m too old. So go ahead and have a 
child from my servant Hagar.” So the Bible tells us that Abraham took Hagar as 
a wife, and he had a child with Hagar called Ishmael. And it did not work out for 
Sarah. Sarah thought she could raise that boy as her own, but she soon 
discovered that Hagar was the mother. They didn’t get along, and the 
arrangement didn’t work out. But they both thought that Ishmael would be the 
son of inheritance. They solved the problem in their minds. 


Now, chapter 16 to chapter 17, where we’re at today, 13 years have gone 
by. Now Abraham is 99 years old. Thirteen years later, do the math: Sarah is now 
89 years old. Now it’s tough having kids when you’re 89 and 99 years old. Even 
though they lived quite a bit longer, it was still beyond their ability. They had lost 
the ability to have children. Well, God let them go with that idea about Ishmael, 
and he doesn’t correct them. In chapter 16, upon careful examination, you see 
that God helps Hagar, who got caught on the way after she went through the 
Negev. She’s heading to the wilderness of Zin, and she’s running out of 
resources, and she’s thinking she’s going to die. And the angel of the Lord came 
to her, and God went 63 miles to bring Hagar back and to make sure that Hagar 
continued to live along with Ishmael because God was not done with Ishmael 
yet. And he protected Hagar and Ishmael. And remember, Hagar saw God as the 
God who sees. He saw her problem, and she understood that God helped her 
there. 
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Okay, well, Abraham and Sarah think that that’s the idea that worked, that 
Abraham was going to have the promise from his son Ishmael. And for 13 years, 
they continued that idea. How many ideas do we have before God changes our 
minds and we start going in God’s direction? How many ideas do we have? We 
might have had those ideas for a long time, but God reveals to us his truth, and 
he helps us understand them correctly. Well, that’s precisely what’s going to 
happen here in chapter 17, 13 years later. 


So we’re reading, and I’m reading here in the Bible. “When Abraham was 
99 years old, the Lord appeared to Abraham and he said to him, ‘I am the 
Almighty God. Walk before me and be blameless.’”  Okay, here is a theophany 3

where God comes and appears to Abraham, and we believe that that was the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Remember the “I am” in the Gospel of John? “I am the light,  4

I am the way, I am the truth.” And he talked about “I am” in John 8, referring to 
himself. And the Jews didn’t like that idea, by the way, if you go there and look 
at it. But to capture this idea in verse 1, that God the Almighty came down and 
talked to Abraham, look what happens down here. In verse 22, “When he 
finished talking with him, he (there’s God) and God went up from Abraham.” So, 
God was in the physical presence of Abraham and we know that God the Father 
was never seen by man because God is spirit, but God the Son was revealed to 
man. So, God the Son is visiting Abraham and talking with him. 


And Jesus talks about that, you know, before Abraham, “I am,” you know, 
the ever-existing one. Well, here God is the Almighty God, El Shaddai. And it’s 
referring to the fact that God is the one who provides, and he is the one who 
makes people fruitful. Okay? And that’s exactly what Abraham and Sarah need, 
as they have passed the age of having children and now need to know God 
Almighty. Alright? We’ll look at this again in chapter 18, where it clearly shows 
you this truth. But God is now going to correct Abraham’s thinking. Alright? 


So, let’s continue with the Scriptures. “And I will make my covenant 
between me and you and multiply you exceedingly. And Abraham fell on his face 
and God talked to him saying,” As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and 
you shall be a father of many nations.”


Before I continue I wanted to talk a little bit too about this idea of the walk. 
A walk is a controlled fall. If you want to see a walk that’s controlled, visit the 
toddler. The toddler, with great joy, shows you learning how to walk where he 
puts a step or she puts a step in front of herself and you’re thinking, “Oh boy, 

 Gen. 17:1ff.3

 John 8:124
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they’re gonna fall. They’re gonna fall.” And you know, and sometimes they do. 
But eventually they get it and then they start playing with you because it’s a big 
game to them. And they actually don’t walk. They run. Those little steps are just 
going very fast. And eventually they get skilled at it where they’re walking around 
and they’ve learned how to control that step, which is like falling forward. Now 
we revisit the way of the toddler when we get old and we don’t like it at all 
because the controlled fall is much harder. You know? And we might have a fear 
of falling because we’re not like the toddler anymore. You know, when we fall we 
hurt. 


But the controlled fall is the walk and that’s a step-by-step process with 
the Lord. As we learn to walk God’s way, His path, we walk along following the 
Lord. We do that by faith and constantly in the Bible it talks about walking with 
the Lord. I’m gonna flip over here to Ephesians chapter 4. “I therefore as 
prisoner of the Lord beseech you to walk worthy of your calling with which you 
were called.” Verse 17. “This I say therefore in testifying the Lord that you no 
longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk in the fatality of your mind having 
their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God because of 
the ignorance that’s in them, because of the blindness of their heart, who being 
past feeling have given themselves over to the work of uncleanness and 
greediness. But you have not learned, not so learned Christ if indeed you’ve 
heard him and been taught with him as the truth is in Jesus.” And it goes on to 
describe the walk that we have. And we learn to walk with the Lord. And that’s 
what Abraham is learning. I’m going to tell you that’s a goal, to be blameless. To 
be holy. Holy means wholesome in human terms. It doesn’t break the fellowship 
with God. It doesn’t sin. It walks with God. And it’s beneficial. It’s helpful. It’s 
righteous. And it’s not the kind of behavior where a person is hurt, where 
somebody else is hurt, or they break their fellowship with God. It’s a walk that’s 
beneficial, helpful, and good for us. So, when we learn God’s ways, that’s a 
good mindset for how we walk.


 Alright, so I want to get back to our reading.

Abraham’s Great Reward 

4 “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be a father 
of many nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name 
shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. 6I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from 
you. 7And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your 
descendants after you in their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be 
God to you and your descendants after you. 8Also, I give to you and your 
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descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of 
Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.”


The great reward that Abraham had was his relationship with God. And 
that relationship with God would be extended to the people of Israel and all the 
Jewish people. They would have the opportunity to have God as their God. 
Now, this is the number one thing that they failed to do. They got into idolatry, 
and they didn’t make God their God. They had other gods. Idolatry was a 
problem throughout their history, eventually leading to the captivities. And 
eventually, with the people of Israel, with God in them, they finally got it right, 
where they put away the idols. 


But as you know, today many people within the people of Abraham don’t 
walk with God. You know, they may not have idols, but they’re human-directed. 
They’re not God-directed. Some are. But that’s been the problem. You see, they 
didn’t have that walk. But Abraham said, or God said to Abraham, “You’re going 
to be, you know, my people.” And he gave that promise. There are five I-wills 
here, and they have to do with the multiplication, the fruitfulness, the many 
nations, the descendants, and the land. Okay, that’s all part of the Abrahamic 
Covenant. And they haven’t fulfilled all of the Abrahamic Covenant, even today. 
They have never had all the land that God said that they’re going to have. 
They’re going to have that land when the Messiah comes and sets up his 
kingdom. 


Right now, many people worldwide would be agitated if they had the land 
that God said they would have. But when the Messiah comes, it’s going to be a 
worldwide ruling from the land, and they’re going to have their land. And he’s 
going to fulfill all the promises to Abraham and all the promises to David. And 
he’s going to rule here on earth. He’s going to rule with power, so we don’t have 
to worry about the objections. That will be taken care of. It’ll be a worldwide 
thing, and God will be on the earth. 


Abraham’s part Circumcision - Sign 
All right, now Abraham had a part, and I want to give you what that part 

was. 

9And God said to Abraham: “As for you, you shall keep My covenant, you 

and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10This is My 
covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants 
after you: Every male child among you shall be circumcised; 11and you shall be 
circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between Me and you. 12He who is eight days old among you shall be 
circumcised, every male child in your generations, he who is born in your house 
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or bought with money from any foreigner who is not your descendant. 13He who 
is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be 
circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 
14And the uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My 
covenant.”


Now it’s crucial to recognize that the cutoff point is with the people. Some 
people walk with God who are not Jewish. You know, they were Gentiles and 
they came to God by faith. Everybody who comes to God and walks with God 
walks with God by faith. That’s the way. Salvation is the same for everybody all 
the time. There’s no way that an eight-day-old child can make a step of faith. It’s 
not in them. Their job is to be close to their mother, to be fed, to be weaned, to 
learn how to walk, learn how to talk, be cared for, and go through that 
dependency of childhood that they need before they can become an adult and 
then take part in the community. Eventually, they might have an opportunity to 
believe in God and be saved, but they’re not saved with this circumcision. The 
circumcision never saved anybody, but it did put people in a nation that is 
Jewish. They were part of the Jewish nation, and it was a sign that they were 
part of it through circumcision. 


Their walk with God would always have to be by faith, but they would be a 
people. So, we need to see that because you’re cut off from the people here. 
There could still be a relationship with God, but they will face problems because 
they’re not participating in the truths God gave the nation through the tabernacle 
and later the temple. And you know, their community of faith wouldn’t be part of 
that, but they could still have a relationship with God, even if they don’t. You 
know that’s another question entirely. 


God Corrects a Wrong Idea 
15Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call 

her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16And I will bless her and also 
give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; 
kings of peoples shall be from her.”


17Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Shall 
a child be born to a man who is one hundred years old? And shall Sarah, who is 
ninety years old, bear a child?” 18And Abraham said to God, “Oh, that Ishmael 
might live before You!” Okay, she will become now a princess. Okay, “And I will 
bless her, and I will give to you a son by her, and I will bless her, and she shall be 
the mother of nations. The king of prophets shall be with her.” 
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Now there God is correcting. The information they had was not about 
Ishmael. It’s going to be from Sarah. Oh, you think, “Boy, Abraham got it now. 
He’s got all this truth, and he’s just going to respond, and it’s going to be 
wonderful.” Well, let’s see what he says. Okay, verse 17, “Abraham fell on his 
face and he laughed and he said in his heart, ‘Shall a child be born to a man 
who is 100 years old? Shall Sarah, who is 90 years old, bear a child?’ And then 
Abraham said to God, ‘Oh, that Ishmael might live before you.’” 


So, you know, he’s still hanging on to this other idea because he doesn’t 
think that it’s in Sarah and him. But who’s he talking to? You know, he’s talking 
to God. God is the big difference here. Abraham and Sarah are past 
childbearing, but God is involved. 


New testament Example 
You remember Nicodemus talking to Jesus? He spoke to Jesus by night, 

and he talked to him, and Jesus said, “You need to be born again.”  And 5

Nicodemus is thinking, “Well, gee, I’m an old adult. I can’t go and be born again 
through my mother.” You know, it’s impossible to have a child that’s an adult. 
You know, I mean, that’s just physics and biology. We’re just not made that way. 
That’s why our babies are small. You see, they’re not older men, they’re babies. 


John 3:10 Jesus answered and said to him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, 
and do not know these things? 11Most assuredly, I say to you, We speak what 
We know and testify what We have seen, and you do not receive Our witness. 
12If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how will you believe if 
I tell you heavenly things? 13No one has ascended to heaven but He who came 
down from heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. 14And as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
15that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 16For 
God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17For God did not 
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved.


And Nicodemus just says, “How can that be?” And Jesus says, “You’re a 
teacher of Israel and you don’t know these things.” And then Jesus told him how 
he would be born again. And that leads us right to John 3.16, “For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.” God does this miracle. And it’s 

 John 3:1-17 Reading this where you understand it will help you understand salvation and 5

spiritual birth.
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impossible for you and I to be born spiritually. We can’t do it ourselves. It’s 
something that God has to do. And he gives us eternal life. 


Now, we’re going to live our life and we’re going to get old and we’re 
going to, we’re either going to, you know, the Lord’s going to come and we’re 
going to be part of the rapture  or we’re going to go to be with the Lord through 6

death. But there we are. We can’t do anything in the grave. How are we going to 
get to heaven? Well, God gave us eternal life, and he’s going to take us to 
heaven. It’s impossible in our terms, but it’s very possible because God is El 
Shaddai. He can do it. Alright, so there’s a connection here. now, 


Not Just A Child Of Abraham But Sarah Also 
Gen. 17:19Then God said: “No, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and 

you shall call his name Isaac; I will establish My covenant with him for an 
everlasting covenant, and with his descendants after him. 20And as for Ishmael, 
I have heard you. Behold, I have blessed him, and will make him fruitful, and will 
multiply him exceedingly. He shall beget twelve princes, and I will make him a 
great nation. 21But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall 
bear to you at this set time next year.” 22Then He finished talking with him, and 
God went up from Abraham.


God said to him, “No, Sarah your wife shall bear a son and you shall call 
his name Isaac and he will establish my covenant with him for an everlasting 
covenant and his descendants after him.” Isaac. You know what Isaac means? 
Laughter. Okay, Abraham laughs, Sarah laughs, but God gets the last laugh, and 
he names their son Isaac. Laughter. Okay, and this is wonderful. Okay, now, here 
we go with God’s solution. “And as for Ishmael, I’ve heard you. Behold, I have 
blessed him and will make him fruitful and multiply exceedingly and he shall 
begot twelve princesses and I will make him a great nation. But my covenant I 
will establish with Isaac.” Laughter. “Whom Sarah shall bear to you at this set 
time next year.” So, a couple of months will pass, and then Abraham and Sarah 
will have relations, and Isaac will be born this time next year. So, you put all that 
together, you know, he’s going to be, as a baby, developing in Sarah for nine, 
nine and a half months. Yeah, and then she delivers, and he will be born this 
time. We’re going to see how God does this down the road. 


And when he finished talking with him, now God’s done with the 
conversation, he goes back up, it says here, “And God went up from Abraham.” 
Where did he go? He went back to heaven. Where is heaven? We don’t know, If 
you’re on the other side of the earth, you’re going to look up to the heavens. Is it 

 1 Thess. 4:13-186
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that direction, or is it where we’re looking up to the heavens, or is it somewhere 
else? You know, your guess is as good as mine. But we can’t, we’ve never seen 
heaven. The cosmonauts from Russia, you know, they laughed about this when 
they got into space; they couldn’t see heaven. Well, nobody has. God is there. 
He’s not very far from us, by the way, and it’s just a place that’s invisible to us. 
It’s a different place altogether, okay. We haven’t seen angels, we haven’t seen 
heaven, we haven’t seen all the wonders of that, but we know it’s there, okay. I 
just don’t know where, okay. 


Abraham Does His Part 
23So Abraham took Ishmael, his son, all who were born in his house and 

all who were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s 
house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that very same day, as God 
had said to him. 24Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 25And Ishmael his son was thirteen 
years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. 26That very 
same day Abraham was circumcised, and his son Ishmael; 27and all the men of 
his house, born in the house or bought with money from a foreigner, were 
circumcised with him.


Now, “So Abraham took Ishmael his son and all were born in his house 
who were bought with his money every male among the men of Abraham’s 
house and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin on the same day that God said 
to him. And Abraham was 99 years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of 
his foreskin.” You would know that if you did that at that time in life. But anyway, 
“And Ishmael was 13 years old.” 


So he’s come along into the teens, and you know, we all know what the 
teenager life is like, Mark Twain, you know, he had a theory of teenagers. And he 
thought, well, when they get to be about that age, that Ishmael is here, you put 
them in a barrel and you make a hole in it, and when they get to be a certain 
age, around 16, you plug the hole. But anyway, you know, I don’t know if that 
works, but you know, there, you know, he did tell a story about a person that a 
father put in a barrel. And that happened down there in Hannibal, in that area 
where there were caves. One of the caves contained a pickle barrel, into which a 
daughter was placed to preserve her body. And that was there in the cave. Well, 
in the story, you know, the boys discover that, you know, and he does a couple 
of things with that. 


You know, I love the story where he goes to his father’s office, and while 
he’s there, because he’s kind of in trouble at home, he’s hiding out in the office. 
Well, that day, there was a fellow who died, and they put him in the office, and 
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he’s on some desk or something. As the moon rises and the light fills the room, 
it eventually falls on the guy who passed away that day. And it scares Samuel 
Clemens. I mean, he really, he gets scared, you know, and he hightails it out of 
there. But that’s one of his stories. 


So, these guys all got circumcised, and it says here in verse 27, as we 
close the chapter, “And all his men of his house were born in his house, brought 
money with foreigner, were circumcised with him.” Now, you know, we have 
conflicts. We have problems. And, just as Abraham did, we learn to walk with 
the Lord and understand how to continue this journey. But you know, whatever 
we’re working on today, tomorrow we’re going to have a continuing conflict with 
the world, with sin, with the flesh. Our problems continue. Some of them we’re 
not even aware of, but God eventually helps us with that, and we continue to 
walk. 


We have the Whole Bible at our Finger Tips 
The marvelous thing is that we have a lot more than Abraham. We have 

this wonderful book where God has revealed his word to us. And while God 
talked to Abraham after 13 years, he can talk to you and me in his word every 
day. Okay, we don’t have to wait 13 years. And we have a lot more today that 
we know that Abraham never knew. Okay, and yet we still have things, don’t we, 
that we’re trying to figure out. Okay, so what can we do today? Well, what has 
God shown us today? Tomorrow we can reflect on what we’ve learned, and we 
get into God’s word day by day as we walk with the Lord through whatever the 
challenges that we face, whether it’s health, family, work, life, whatever it is, God 
has wisdom for us and how to walk, and we can face those things day by day. 


So I want to encourage you today that the Lord is helping us every day. 
Okay, so you take whatever you’re facing in your life, and from your perspective, 
how can God help you with this? You know, well, he can. It may look impossible 
right now, but God’s going to help you, and he’s going to work with you on that. 
And, you know, he’s still El Shaddai. He’s still there to strengthen us. He’s still 
there to encourage us. He’s still there to help us to be fruitful, you know, and it’s 
pretty good. And so it’s kind of exciting to think about it in that light that we have 
hope every day. But we have to work today. So what problems do we have 
today? Well, I have some things I have to do today. You have some tasks to 
complete. Well, we have to work those out, and tomorrow it’s going to be 
another day, you know, and we go day by day by faith. 


Let’s pray. Lord, thank you for your word. Please 
help us to walk with you. Yeah, like Abraham, we might 
fall on our face, but you’ll help us get back up, and 
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you’ll help us to keep trying and keep working and 
applying the principles that you give us in your word. 
And help us live with you in a very practical way. I 
haven’t been able to discuss all the practical ways, but 
they’re there. And just like Abraham, we may need to 
get corrected from time to time. We may have to learn 
something new or different that changes our 
perspective and helps us. And there are a lot of things 
that could be. And so, Lord, help us to walk with you. 
Please help us with our health, our life, our 
relationships, everything that we think is impossible. 
Lord, help us to get through it. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 


