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Pastor Bill Reeves


Isn’t it simply a wonderful day? It’s incredibly satisfying to open the Bible 
and truly comprehend its teachings. I’m deeply grateful that individuals have 
dedicated their lives to creating a Bible that helps us understand the Scriptures, 
tracing their origins to the Greek and Hebrew languages. We’ve been entrusted 
with a remarkable treasure. Reading the Bible in English is the most effective 
way to enhance our comprehension. If we possess another native tongue and 
that translation has been meticulously developed and refined, that language 
becomes the medium through which God can convey His profound truth. 


It’s intriguing to observe that God never communicates with us in a 
scholarly manner. I’ve never encountered God uttering, “In the original language, 
this was parsed as a nominative.” Or, “It’s in the genitive.” Or, “It’s in the past 
tense.” Let alone delve into the intricacies of Hebrew, which boasts a rich 
vocabulary of tenses. However, God’s communication style is distinctly different. 
In fact, God never states, “According to this particular fragment discovered in 
some remote desert.” Of course, the Lord could provide precise information 
about its location. But He doesn’t do that. When we examine the scriptures, 
we’ll consistently find that God communicates in the simplest yet profoundest 
manner, making His teachings accessible to us. He encourages us to 
contemplate and reflect on His words. 


While reading the Bible is relatively easy, it now requires us to engage in 
thoughtful consideration. I would humbly request the Lord, “Lord, could you 
have modified the names in the Bible over the years to make them easier to 
pronounce?” I find those names quite challenging to pronounce. It’s quite a 
struggle, but I’m gradually improving with practice. And you inquire, “Lord, when 
will He improve?” In His 80s? Perhaps in His 90s. I’m not certain. Regardless, 
the word of God is comprehensible. And I want to emphasize that even in the 
parts of the Bible where we express our deepest concerns and complaints, we 
often feel lost and uncertain. It’s during these moments of profound doubt and 
struggle that we reach out to God for guidance and solace. 


I embarked on this psalm series with the intention of delving into the 
psalms that address profound challenges. However, within each psalm, there’s 
always a guiding solution. I haven’t dedicated much time to exploring the 
Messianic Psalms, which focus on our Savior. I’ve touched upon a few, but there 
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are still some that remain unexplored. This particular Psalm touches upon the 
Messiah, so we’ll cover that aspect. 


 If the sections extend into the mountains, it signifies the nature of the 
problem. The individual is ascending the mountain, striving to resolve these 
specific issues. I’ve enlarged the texts to make it easier to see how he finds the 

solutions, and the outcome is situated beyond the mountains. You’ll notice a 
small arrow that leads back from verse 23, taking you all the way back to the 
initial couple of verses. It serves as a restatement of the same theme. He returns 
to the core of his original prayer. This is my mountain. My two figures represent 
anxiety, which is why this is my topic. Have you ever felt like a pelican? Well, if 
you want to understand what a pelican feels like, just listen to all the ads on 
YouTube, Facebook, and social media that target you if you’re a senior citizen. 
You’ll see numerous ads for older individuals. Before you know it, you’ll 
encounter a significant number of pelicans. We’ll explore what that entails. So, 
please turn to Psalm 102. I want you to note that there are two ways to arrange 
the paragraphs in this psalm. If you’re using the New King James Version, you’ll 



3

likely notice these divisions, such as verses 1, 3, 8, 12, 18, 23. You may not 
remember this later, but it’s right here in my mountain. If you’re using a different 
translation, you might notice a slightly different paragraph structure. Look at the 
NASB 1, 8, 12, 18, 23 or the NIV 1, 12, 18, 23. The versions were edited by 
someone well-versed in the Bible. If you accept the editor’s work, it can 
significantly enhance your understanding of the scripture. The editors have a 
strong grasp of grammar and can identify these changes. I’m using the New 
King James version, but it always provides a hint about the meaning of a 
particular psalm or passage, aiding in its comprehension. You’ve been doing this 
for years with Pastor Raines. While he doesn’t always point out the paragraph 
divisions, but he’s aware of them. 

So, let’s begin. A Prayer of the afflicted, 
when he is overwhelmed and pours out his 
complaint before the Lord. 
❡ 1Hear my prayer, O Lord, And let my cry 
come to You. 2Do not hide Your face from 
me in the day of my trouble; Incline Your 
ear to me; In the day that I call, answer me 
speedily.

❡ 3For my days are consumed like smoke,

And my bones are burned like a hearth.

4My heart is stricken and withered like 
grass, So that I forget to eat my bread.

5Because of the sound of my groaning My 
bones cling to my skin. 6I am like a pelican 
of the wilderness; I am like an owl of the 
desert. 7I lie awake, And am like a sparrow 
alone on the housetop.


Now, this is where I derived my title. However, some people experience 
similar feelings. As they age, their skin starts to cling to their bones, illness when 
we lose control leads many to forget to eat. This is a common occurrence in 
older individuals who may become forgetful and groaning. When they look in the 
mirror, they may not recognize their reflection, as it resembles a pelican. 


Have you ever observed a pelican? I had the opportunity to see them in 
Florida, where they are abundant along the Gulf side. When they fly, they are 
stunning. But when they are on the boat, staring at you, you can’t help but 
notice their appearance. They may not have much meat on them and are 
certainly not turkeys, but those eyes. Now, let’s consider these three: the owl in 
the desert, the pelican in the wilderness, and the sparrow on the housetop. 

What is the Psalmist request? 
Picture the three lone birds. What do they 
look like? There are two things pictured 
here, one thing is old age and sickness, 
and the other is the psychological feeling 
of loneliness. How do these two things 
come together when we get older?
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They’re all alone, facing tough times and barely making it. You can see it in their 
bodies. When you look at them, they appear even more vulnerable. Imagine a 
sparrow this time of year when it gets cold and windy, and they’re out there 
trying to stay warm. I am grateful they have nests. Only the strongest sparrows 
will survive the winter. You wonder how they could possibly endure. I couldn’t 
imagine doing it myself. You see them in trees or bushes, and you know they like 
pine trees, but they’re just hanging around, burning up energy. They’ve survived 
the night, but how do they do it? I don’t know. It’s the Lord who talks about the 
sparrows.  That he cares for those little birds as much as he cares for the hairs 1

on your head. Some of us might say, “Lord, you haven’t cared for that hair in a 
long time.” But, you know, he cares for us, for everything. And here are these 
creatures, facing their own struggles. We all get to a point where we feel alone 
and unsure of how we’re going to make it. That’s the first picture here of our 
mountain. 

❡ 8My enemies reproach me all day 
long; Those who deride me swear an 
oath against me. 9For I have eaten 
ashes like bread, And mingled my 
drink with weeping, 10Because of 
Your indignation and Your wrath; For 
You have lifted me up and cast me 
away. 11My days are like a shadow 
that lengthens, And I wither away 
like grass.


Now, we see our enemies, our humiliation, and our mourning. We grieve, 
perhaps because God is angry with us or because we’re caught in a situation in 
which his anger has fallen on a people, and we suffer along with them. Whatever 
the situation, we know we’re in a tough spot. That happens. And as we get 
older, we’re more likely to feel alone and wonder if God has deserted us. I feel 
abandoned, just as I feel my health 
has faded, like grass that has 
withered. 

12But You, O Lord, shall endure 
forever, And the remembrance of 
Your name to all generations.

13You will arise and have mercy on 
Zion; For the time to favor her,

Yes, the set time, has come. 14For 

 Matt. 10:29-31; Lk. 12:6, 7; Ps. 84:3; cf. Matt. 6:261

Who is the new problem? Observe words that 
introduce reasons. Underline for and because. 
Why is it people who actually attack and think 
about this, why is the writer thinking the Lord 
has cast him away? 
(Reasoning of blue thinking - language of 
depression)

Notice the bigger event than the individual 
lament is a national crisis concerning 
Jerusalem. Because of the sins of Jerusalem 
and the southern kingdom, the city has been 
destroyed. Our writer has been caught up in a 
bigger catastrophe. Notice but, here the 
Psalm changes and introduces our hope in 
verse 12.
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Your servants take pleasure in her 
stones, And show favor to her dust.

15So the nations shall fear the name 
of the Lord, And all the kings of the 
earth Your glory. 16For the Lord shall 
build up Zion; He shall appear in His 
glory. 17He shall regard the prayer of 
the destitute, And shall not despise 
their prayer.


But we have a powerful word to remember: “but contrast.” This word can 
shift the wind and change direction. It reminds us that our hope will come from a 
place beyond our immediate circumstances. We may look in the mirror, like a 
pelican, wondering where our hope will come from, but the Lord will endure 
through all generations. He will rise and have mercy on Zion because the time is 
right for her. The time has come, and the nations will fear the name of the Lord, 
and the kings of the earth will fear his glory. The Lord will build up Zion and will 
appear in his glory, looking upon the prayer of the poor and not despising their 
prayer.


This means that the conditions you’re facing might be part of a larger 
picture of the Lord judging his people. He judges the nations because of how 
they treat Zion, and perhaps Zion and Jerusalem, due to their sins, have been 
judged. Those connected to it are feeling the same effects. It’s possible.


In the 1930s, during the Great Depression, many Christians faced similar 
struggles. It wasn’t just Wall Street or Europe; people in the United States, many 
who attended church and loved the Lord, also went through the Depression. 
They faced hardships and had to adapt. Now, many of them share how they 
turned to the Lord during their struggles, and somehow, he made things a little 
easier. They had to eat in ways we might find strange today, but they figured it 
out and survived, and God took care of them. Some even said, “Lord, I’m like a 
pelican. Don’t desert me, Lord!”


So, let’s keep looking for hope in whatever we’re going through. Whether 
it’s caused us to forget to eat, lose weight, or look like a pelican, how do we get 
through it? Well, it’s based on knowing the one who is forever. We know the one 
who is eternal, and the one who is eternal will take care of us now, through, and 
forever. You know, He’s the one we place our hope in. 

18This will be written for the generation 
to come, That a people yet to be 
created may praise the Lord. 19For He 
looked down from the height of His 
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sanctuary; From heaven the Lord 
viewed the earth, 20To hear the 
groaning of the prisoner, To release 
those appointed to death,

21To declare the name of the Lord in 
Zion, And His praise in Jerusalem,

22When the peoples are gathered 
together, And the kingdoms, to serve 
the Lord.


Verse 18 states that this will be 
written for future generations, so 
people yet to be created can praise 
the Lord because He will look down from heaven. The Lord saw the earth and 
heard the groaning of prisoners, freeing those destined for death to proclaim the 
Lord’s name in Zion and his praise in Jerusalem when the people gather in the 
kingdoms to serve the Lord. This occurred when the people returned to the land, 
as Nehemiah and Ezra, and the Lord blessed them in Jerusalem. But isn’t there 
a broader perspective here? It’s when the Lord returns as the Messiah to reign 
over Jerusalem, fulfilling all the prophets' promises, that we’ll witness it 
firsthand. We’ve already seen this in the scriptures through figures like 
Zerubbabel, Nehemiah, and Ezra, who witnessed God’s miraculous rebuilding of 
the city. Even those who had seen the old city marveled at its transformation, 
but God’s work continued, even though it was eventually undone by an evil man. 
Yet, Jerusalem will be rebuilt. Think about when the amount of bottles will be 
split into two. Consider when Jesus will enter the eastern gate and walk up to 
the temple area. He will establish a new throne and rule from Jerusalem. This 
hasn't happened yet, but it will.


23He weakened my strength in the 
way; He shortened my days. 24I 
said, “O my God, Do not take me 
away in the midst of my days; Your 
years are throughout all generations.

25Of old You laid the foundation of 
the earth, And the heavens are the 
work of Your hands. 26They will 
perish, but You will endure; Yes, they 
will all grow old like a garment; Like 
a cloak You will change them, And 
they will be changed. 27But You are 
the same, And Your years will have 

Observe the future tense (will be). Who is the 
generation to come? Time of Nehemiah? 
Time of the first advent? Time of the second 
advent?

As the writer restates his request, but what 
has changed in that request?

What is temporal and what is eternal? How 
does that relate to our feeling like a pelican?

Temporal Eternal
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no end. 28The children of Your 
servants will continue, And their 
descendants will be established 
before You.”


Now, let’s return to verse 23, which brings us back to verse 1. Here’s what 
happens: He weakened my strength and shortened my days. I pleaded, “Oh my 
God, do not take me away in the midst of my days.” 


Now, I’ll pause here for a moment because the next line and verse lead us 
to another part of Scripture that I’ll read. But I’ll read this verse, and I want you 
to know that it applies to the Lord. Back in Hebrews chapter 1, verses 10 to 12, 
it says: “Your years throughout all generations of old, you laid the foundations of 
the earth, and the kingdoms are the work of your hand. They will perish, but you 
will endure. They will grow old like a garment. Back to the pelican. Now, the 
clothes are affected. Hey, you got a hole in those clothes. It looks a little thin. 
Okay, like a cloak that changed them. And they will be changed. But you are the 
same. And your years will have no end.” We carry this truth throughout the Bible, 
from Malachi to Hebrews, where the Lord remains constant, unchanged, and 
eternal. The descendants of your servants will continue, and your lineage will be 
established by you. 


Let’s return to Hebrews, where it’s remarkable how many Bible passages 
connect back to this passage. But this one stands out particularly. In verse 10, it 
says, “And you, Lord, in the beginning, you laid the foundation of the earth, and 
the heavens are the work of your hands. They will fade away, but you will 
remain, and they will grow old like a garment, like a cloak. You will fold them up, 
and they will be changed, but you are the same, and your years will never fail. 


You know, the Lord here, Yahweh, you go all the way back to the 
beginning where He laid the foundation. It’s before the foundation of the world 
that the Lord provided salvation for you and me. He had a plan for people to 
trust Him as their Savior. He didn’t do that in a piecemeal way. He knew that 
people would fail, sin, and that He would provide a savior. And before the 
foundation of the world, He created the way we will trust Christ. So here you are, 
Pelican, here you are, an owl, here you are, a sparrow. It’s wintertime. You’re all 
alone. The wind’s blowing, the snow’s blowing, the ice’s blowing, and the rain’s 
falling. And there you are. Your feathers are created, and the oils of your body 
are created to help insulate you. But how much can you take? And you feel it. 
You forgot to eat your food. You’ve aged. Your skin doesn’t look the same, and 
your bones don’t feel the same. Whatever I thought my bones felt like when I 
was younger, they’re nothing like today. When I was younger and thinking about 
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one day I would be older, I never really knew what I was thinking. You know it is 
different. But Lord, do not forsake me. Same problem in Psalm 6, by the way, 
the same problem. Lord, don’t forsake me. Help me.” It all begins with the 
promise: you have someone because you have trusted Christ, believed, and in 
doing so, He has given you everlasting life. While we may not fully comprehend 
the concept of everlasting life from our earthly experiences, we possess it. 
However, due to the fall and sin, we have learned that our bodies are not meant 
to live forever; they will eventually pass away. Nevertheless, the Bible makes it 
quite clear that when we meet the Lord, we will be physically absent  from this 2

world, yet we will be right there with Him. This is where eternal life is found, and 
it will continue indefinitely. While we reside in heaven, we will come to realize 
that these individuals are not merely invisible spirits; they are real. God has 
provided them with a place to reside while they await the resurrection of their 
bodies. Although I am uncertain about the nature of this place, I am filled with 
anticipation to discover it. Nevertheless, we find ourselves in the presence of the 
Lord. 


Imagine this: we will be united in heaven. Lord, please, heaven must be 
more than just a church service. If heaven is our church service, I could not 
endure it. Lord, it must be more than just our church service. Well, guess what? 
It will be far more than our church service. It will be even more, and we will be 
with the one who is not boring. God is not boring! We will undergo a 
transformation. We will learn. We will grow. There are tasks that God has set 
before us. It will be far more than us sitting in a church service. Couldn’t you 
envision listening to our singing forever and ever? Lord, please help us. He will. 
He will assist us in our singing. Amen? He has angels up there who can carry a 
tune. He has all these Christians who can carry a tune. What about us, Lord? 
Well, I believe He will change our tune. You know? It will not be the same. My 
wife will be able to sing in heaven. She is aware of this. You should sing with her 
entire family. It will be a cherished memory. I was with the entire clan, and we 
were singing a hymn. As I sang, I realized that if I didn’t get ahead of this 
situation, everything would be lost. It was a terrible experience. Everyone was 
singing in the same key. You think I’m joking? Well, it happened. I believe we’re 
going to get a new tune. Or we’re going to get new ears so we can hear her 
singing and think it's wonderful. Either way, it’s going to happen. I’m not sure. 


You might be here today. Perhaps you’ve already been through something 
where you felt like a pelican, an owl, or just a lone bird. Without the help of other 
birds, sparrows usually stick together. It’s incredible how owls can fly over the 

 2 Cor. 5:6, 72
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snow and still hear their food. They’re truly remarkable creatures. But you might 
feel that way. You might be feeling unwell or going through a tough time. But 
where’s your hope? Well, your hope lies in the Lord. If you’re here today, he’s 
helped you get through it. If you have a problem tomorrow, next year, or 
anything else, He’s either going to help you get through it or help you be with 
Him. He’s going to do one or the other. But eventually, your hope should be 
centered on the fact that God never changes and is eternal. You’re just like 
Abraham, not looking for a place to live here on earth, but for a place that’s 
eternal in heaven. I believe this is what the psalm is about. Can you tell God, 
Lord, don’t leave me, don’t forsake me. Yes, you can share your feelings with 
him, but draw near to him and let him care for you. Sometimes, you have to trust 
the Lord to provide for you. 


You might be somewhere where the food isn’t great. At least, you think it 
isn’t. But you have a purpose. Your purpose isn’t to enjoy your food. Your 
purpose is to take the provision from God and allow Him to provide. You might 
be in rehab. You don’t want to do rehab. There isn’t any part of your body or 
mind that wants to go through pain. But that’s not your purpose. Your purpose is 
to endure this. But I feel like a pelican. Sometimes, you have to face the fact that 
I’m here to improve if I can. If I can’t, it’s beyond my control. Who do we turn to? 
The one in charge, the one who planned your salvation long before time began, 
and the one who will guide you to eternity. He even knows what you’ll be like a 
thousand years from now. In a thousand years, Gary, you’ll be in heaven, 
conversing with someone from the 5th century you never understood how they 
thought before, and you’ll be amazed at how they lived. You and this person will 
become great friends. 


Well, you’ll meet some of these people, and you’ll say, Wow, that’s 
incredible. This guy was truly clever. And then, you know, someone like me 
might take longer to achieve that. But my point is that we have eternity where 
we’ll get along with all these people God saved. Each one of them is different 
from us. So please remember this from this service: when we go to heaven, it 
won’t be like our church service. It’ll be better. 


Lord, thank you so much for your word. And 
thank you that we can comprehend it. And thank you 
that it expresses the very heart problem of our 
darkness in our lives that occurs, and how we can turn 
to you. And every time you provide us with an idea of 
how we’ll overcome it, you’ll rebuild. You’ll be there 
forever. From that, Lord, we know that we can trust 
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you. What a blessed life it is to experience life, not just 
during the happy moments, but also during the times 
when we feel alone. Help us to look to you and draw 
close to you. It’s a paradox, Lord. I don’t understand it. 
But at our darkest times, it’s usually when we learn to 
be the closest to you. And I have no idea how that 
works, but it’s the way you do it. And the testimony of 
many has been, yes, when I was at that place, I was 
close to God. I don’t know how it happens, but it does. 
Help us to have that faith, Lord. And thank you so 
much for your word today, for the ability to comprehend 
it. And yet, it’s profound. We thank you, Lord, in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 



