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Matthew 3:13-17 NKJV

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by 

him. 14And John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, 
and are You coming to me?” 

15But Jesus answered and said to him, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it 
is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. 

16When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the 
water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. 17And suddenly a voice 
came from heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

Let’s turn to Matthew chapter 3, where we’ll be focusing on verse 17. Let’s 
begin our study. How do we walk? The Lord’s teachings, even from the very 
start of His ministry, show us how He walked. And as He did, He walked by the 
Spirit and then by the word of God. Every step along the way, He definitely 
showed us that He was going to do it by His Father’s will. That He wasn’t going 
to do it under His own initiative. Throughout His life, He was going to follow His 
Father’s plan. And He was going to be dependent upon the Father. Dependent 
on the Spirit. He is going to have a lot of time where He shows us how much He 
depends on God’s truth. Here in the Old Testament. Being God Himself, the 
Word became flesh.  He is going to teach us what we would call the new truth, a 1

new covenant, a new way. He would give the outline of truth lifted up even 
higher, where you could say that He came with grace and truth. And it’s just 
marvelous. 


So He starts out. John the Baptist started his ministry.  “Then Jesus came 2

to Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him.” Only here in Matthew 
does it tell us this. And John tried to prevent him. I need to be baptized by you, 
and you’re coming to me. Amazing! 


You know, Jesus never sinned,  and yet, even by this baptism, He’s 3

pointing to a death in which He would become “sin for us that we might become 
the righteousness of God.”  So Jesus answered and said to him, Permit it to be 4
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so now. And his reason is, he gives a reason. A lot of people give many reasons 
why Jesus did this, but this is the reason Jesus gives. For thus it’s fitting for us 
to fulfill all righteousness. And then he allowed him. 


You know. Jesus joined with the believing remnant of Israel who had been 
baptized by John, but he identifies, more importantly, I think, with sinful man. He 
confirms, of course, the ministry of John, and he’s also going to do His father’s 
will. By doing this, He’s going to make sure everything He does is perfectly 
righteous. And it all begins right here. After Jesus was baptized, He came right 
out of the water! Verse 16 tells us that the heavens opened up for Him, and He 
saw the Spirit coming down like a dove and landing on Him. Suddenly, a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, whom I am well pleased with.” 


There are a few things to consider here. One thing I noticed is the word 
“He.” He saw the Spirit. In the New King James Version, the editor has 
capitalized “He,” suggesting that Jesus saw the Spirit of God descending. But in 
John chapter 1, verses 32 to 34, could you turn to those verses in your Bibles? It 
tells us who “He” is. All right. John 1:32 John the apostle says, “I (John the 
Baptist) saw the Spirit coming down from heaven like a dove, and it stayed on 
Him. I didn’t know Him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said, 
‘The one you see the Spirit coming down and staying on is the one who 
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’” So, who is “He”? Now, when an editor of a Bible 
you really love translates it with a capital letter pointing to deity, you have to 
wonder, “Who is ‘He’?” And it’s true, Jesus probably saw this too. But I want to 
point out from John that “he” was John. John saw it, and it was really important 
for John to see this. So, if you have a translation or something, because, you 
know, in the Greek translations I’ve looked at, going back even to 1550, those 
translations all point out there’s no capital letter. So, it was an editor’s choice. 
But I like the idea that I think I know that “he” here was John. He saw the Spirit 
descending on Him. Now, suddenly, you know, Jesus comes up from the water. 


Now, I came up from the water when I was baptized, but the heavens 
didn’t open up. You know, I mean, not like here. At least I didn’t observe it. To 
Him, that’s Jesus. And here, a voice comes from heaven. There are old 
recordings dating back to the 19th century. I was listening to the voice. I think I 
played it here once, twice. D.L. Moody’s voice, and he was reading the 
Beatitudes. And the voice tells you where Moody came from. He came from the 
Ohio River around Cincinnati. And that voice shows up with Moody’s voice. He 
had a deep, strong voice, and it was recorded. 


But think about this. Without being crazy, okay, to hear the Father’s voice. 
I have not heard the Father’s voice, but one day I’m going to hear it. But here it 



says this: “This is my beloved son whom I’m well pleased.” Now, there are some 
wonderful things about this. 


#1 God’s word says the very same thing about you and me. We’ve 
accepted Christ as our savior. Notice here in Ephesians chapter 1:7, “to the 
praise of glory of his grace by which he made us accepted in the beloved.” So 
we’re in the beloved, and we’re both loved and accepted because of what Christ 
has done. Verse 7 explains more, “in him we have redemption through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sin according to the riches of his grace.” Colossians tells us 
something very similar. Colossians chapter 1:13, “he has delivered us from the 
power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of his love.” 
You know, this is my beloved son, and I’m so pleased with him. We’ve been 
placed in that love where redemption comes through his blood, and we find 
forgiveness for our sins. 


It’s a wonderful experience God gives us. It shows us that we’re accepted 
in the beloved because of what Christ did on the cross. This is one of the 
benefits we have when we trust Christ. I want you to feel this love this morning. I 
want you to feel it. I want you to experience it. I want you to be amazed by it. 


So, Jesus walked by the Spirit, and that’s what we’re supposed to do. 
We’re supposed to walk by the Spirit, alright? 


Matt. 4:1-11 NKJV

1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by 

the devil. 2And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He 
was hungry. 3Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son 
of God, command that these stones become bread.” 

4But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” 

5Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of 
the temple, 6and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. 
For it is written: 

‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ 
and, 
‘In their hands they shall bear you up, 
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your 

God.’ ” 
8Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and 

showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to Him, 
“All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 



10Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You 
shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” 

11Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. 

Now, moving on to chapter 4, Jesus was led up by the Spirit. I know 
we’ve talked about the Word of God that Jesus used when he fought the devil, 
the sword of the Spirit. Now, he gathered all the truth he needed to deal with 
Satan from the book of Deuteronomy. When you think about the book of 
Deuteronomy, it gives us tremendous ideas and truth. It’s up there. You know, 
“love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind.” Deuteronomy tells 
us that. It tells us how important it is to walk with God. Well, there are other 
things Deuteronomy does here, which we’ll see in this section. 


But I want you to see this: Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted by the devil. Jesus was led by the Spirit. And then, after fasting 
40 days and nights, he was hungry. Now, verse 3 tells us that when the tempter 
came to him, he said, “I want you to pick up this idea.” Jesus had already been 
in the wilderness for 40 days and 40 nights. He was already fasting somewhere 
in that wilderness, and he was using some kind of water source. He wouldn’t 
need water. But would it be 40 days if you and I were in the wilderness before 
we were tempted? 


I would say the temptations would start coming about as soon as our 
water bottle ran out. And when the sun is blazing on us on the second day, how 
many of us would join the happy crowd as they left and Israel entered the 
wilderness? When would we start? Murmur, murmur, murmur. Grumble, 
grumble, grumble. Murmur, murmur, murmur.  And we could actually do this as a 5

chorus. One side of the aisle; Murmur, murmur, murmur. The other side of the 
aisle; Grumble, grumble, grumble. You know, I mean, how long before it takes? If 
we’re in this wilderness, how long before we are challenged? I’m telling you, it 
would be a lot sooner than 40 days and 40 nights. 


You know, what was the Lord doing for 40 days and 40 nights? Jesus was 
fasting. I read to you last week, Psalm 63. I like to propose the idea that when 
Jesus was in the desert for 40 days and 40 nights, He was meeting with his 
Father. The devil didn’t come to him yet. He’s walking with his Father. “Man 
doesn’t live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of 
the Lord.” You think they just came about before the devil came? No, I… Yes, 
Chuck? 


 It took Israel 3 days to complain. (Water) Exodus 15:22-25. We would start sooner than that. 5

Exodus 16:2, (food) 17:2 water, Numbers 11:1 food, meat, old life in Egypt, 14:1 against 
Moses, 20:2 leadership and wanting old life in Egypt. 21:5 food, water, wanting life in Egypt



Pastor Chuck Rains


Do you remember a group, including some kids, on a trek down into the 
canyon, the Grand Canyon? How many days it took before they started 
murmuring? 


Pastor Bill Reeves: No, I never went down in the canyon. I went down to 
the Havasu Canyon. 


Chuck Rains: Yeah. How many days did it take before they started 
murmuring? 


Bill Reeves: Oh, no, let me tell you something. You left me with the 
complainers. Everyone who was happy in the Lord was already down. And all 
the complainers, the murmurs, the grumblers, the grumblers. Yes, Barb and I 
had to deal with them, you know. And I was thinking, oh. And it wasn’t even my 
youth group doing it all. And I was going, oh. So I had to kind of let them know, 
you know, no pop machines here, gang. Yeah, it didn’t take long. It took a matter 
of, okay, the sun came up. And the sun really didn’t rise yet. (When you are 
shaded by the Canyon in the middle of summer, it is tolerable, but when the sun 
appears, things really heat up.) You know, from the canyon we were only walking 
two or three or four miles, and when the sun gets over the canyon, you 
immediately know, man, this is different, this is the heat bearing down on you. 
But yeah, those kids didn’t take long at all.


Chuck Rains: Probably a couple of hours.


Bill Reeves: I think it was a couple of hours. Yeah, when the sun came up. 
I think their heart sank in a lot sooner than that. So anyway, good point. It 
doesn’t take long. And that’s my point. 


But Jesus was led by the Spirit and was walking with the Lord. He did it 
for 40 days, 40 nights. 


Now the tempter came to him and said, “If you’re the son of God, 
command these stones to become bread.” The stones, being like bread, a lot of 



people miss this, but they do make bread in the Holy Land that comes; they 
make their stove, they get hot coals, and they heat up the sand and everything 
around it. And then they put the bread on top. And then they cover it with the 

Negev's soil.  And the bread bakes with that earth stove is what it is. And after 6

10 to 15 minutes, they take the bread out. And they kick off the dirt. And they 
sell it to us, tourists, because we’re going to buy it. I bought it. I ate it. There 
might have been people who didn’t eat this stuff, but I ate it. It tasted pretty 
good. I got all the minerals I wanted. It was good.


So, Jesus said, “it’s written that we shouldn’t live just on bread, but on 
every word that comes from the Lord’s mouth.”  I think he’s already been 

3 Ways to Sin
Gives Insight Into Recognition Of Temptation

1 John 2:15 Matt. 4:3-9 Gen. 3:6
Principles Illustrated N. T. Illustrated O. T.

The lust of the flesh Bread - physical 
needs and desires

Good for food - 
flesh

The lust of the eyes Kingdoms - 
possessions, power

Pleasant to eyes - 
things, 

Pride of life Pride - put God 
under your control

Desirable to make 
one wise - (pride)

The Apostle John gives us the 3 principle ways to sin. These are illustrated both in the 
Old Testament and New Testament. Read in Genesis 3:1-6 and Matthew 4:1-11. Do you 

see the temptations found in 1 John 2:15-17? Did I get it right?

 Our instructor Dr. Jim Munson from the Holy Land University took us to a place where the 6

Bedouins were. They were baking bread to sell to tourists. We learned the baking process and 
enjoyed the eating. 1976



celebrating that before this,  but Deuteronomy 8.3 tells us that Jesus believed 7

Deuteronomy was inspired by the word of God. 


Then the devil took him to a holy city and set him on a pinnacle of the 
temple, and he said, “If you’re the son of God, throw yourself down because it’s 
written. He shall give his angels charge over you, and in their hands you shall 
bear you up lest you dash your foot against the stone.” The devil knows the 
Bible. He knows so well that he didn’t even use four key words out of this verse. 
If you were over in Psalms 91, 11, and 12, there are four words there that he 
doesn’t quote. It’s “in all your ways.” 


What the devil was really suggesting here, if I can put it this way so that 
you understand it, he wanted Jesus to do some action on his own, with his own 
initiative, where by his actions, the angels would come and do that, but he 
wouldn’t be doing what the Father wanted because the Father never intended 
for him to throw himself down. So he’s trying to get Jesus to act independently 
from the Father. And if he can do that in just one case, our Lord would have 
sinned, and he could never been our Savior. So this is a very subtle argument 
that’s going on here. 


But Jesus knew, “Hey, listen, the angels will take charge of me, but “in all 
my ways,” all my ways, I’ve got to be seeking to be in the Father’s will.” 


So Jesus said to him, “It’s written again, Deuteronomy 6.16, 'you shall not 
tempt the Lord your God.” You shall not put God where you are in charge of 
God. You shouldn’t do that. God is the Lord; He’s in charge of you; He will care 
for you, but He doesn’t work according to your will; He works according to his 
will, and here the devil was trying to get Jesus to have God work according to 
His will, and all through the Lord’s life, we see a different thing going on. He is 
submissive to God’s will.” He’s so obedient, even to the point of death—Paul 
tells us, even on the cross! 


Philippians 2:8 - “And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled 
Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the 
cross.”


 Keep in mind the devil did not tempt Jesus until He was in the wilderness for 40 days and 7

nights. In His fasting I believe Jesus was in fellowship with His Father. I believe He was focused 
on the spiritual battles ahead. But how did He do this? With a long sad face? I think not. Look 
at Matt. 6:16-18 to how the Lord fasted. 

I do not think we need to duplicate 40 days. For me this would be detrimental to my health. 
Short brief times seem best for me at 73. There is no mention of thirst in the Lord’s temptation. 
I believe God provided some water source in the wilderness. The purpose should be to draw 
closer to God as you consider why you are fasting and praying. It is not to abuse the body.



Now, in verse 8, the devil took him up to a super high mountain and 
showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. Then he said, “All 
these things I’ll give you if you fall down and worship me.” He was acting just 
like the scriptures say about the devil, that he’s “the god of this age”, “the prince 
of the air.” The question is, will Jesus follow God’s will or Satan’s? I’m going to 
ask you a question: Do you think Satan would have kept his word? Would he 
have given Jesus all these kingdoms? If Satan had his way, what would he do 
with you and me? Would he give us all kinds of promises, but what’s his real 
intention? What does he really want to do to us? He wants to destroy us.  This is 8

no different from Jesus. He’s not going to give Jesus these kingdoms. He wants 
to destroy him.  
9

Now, Jesus is the Son of God. Verse 10. Then Jesus said, “Away with you, 
Satan. For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall 
you serve.’” No, Jesus was going to stay committed to the Lord’s plan. He’s 
going to stay committed to the Lord’s plan. You can see that because Jesus is 
walking in the Spirit, he correctly understands the Word of God and uses it. But 
He’s also submitted to God. And in every case, when Jesus confronts the 
demons, he always has authority over them. Always. And the comfort there is, 
remember how we are accepted by the beloved? Well, we’re in the beloved. And 
when we do battle with Satan, we, like Michael, the archangel, say, “The Lord 
rebuke you. The Lord rebuke you.” You see, “greater is he who is in us than he 
who is in the world.” We don’t have all of the experiences Satan has; we have 
the truth, but it’s when we walk in the spirit, and we’re walking with the Lord, 
and we rightly understand the Word of God that we can use the sword of the 
Lord against the darkness of evil. 


This morning, we spent some time praying, recognizing that our physical 
strength isn’t what it used to be. We’ve never been strong enough to face Satan 
on our own physical terms—that’s just not realistic. Instead, we must rely on the 
Lord’s power. Trust in the Lord. Satan must submit to God. We see this in the 
book of Job and in our own lives. 


Now, let’s focus on the middle part of that passage, which will be 
important later. The devil will return with all his might. Genesis tells us that the 
devil at the cross will receive a fatal wound. But he arrives at the cross with his 
minions, who challenge him, saying, “If you are the Messiah, save yourself! 

 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking 8

whom he may devour. 1Pe. 5:8 NKJV 

 Satan is the “father of lies” and a murderer (John 8:44) he is not to be trusted. He is a 9

deceiver and in the end he wants to destroy everybody whom God loves. Keep this mind.



You’ve helped others, help yourself.”  They’re using the same tactics as the 10

devil did here. It’s the same attack. Jesus, of course, forgives them, saying, 
“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”  But also, in 11

Gethsemane, Jesus says, “Not my will, but your will be done.”  So, Jesus went 12

to the cross according to the Father’s plan. He didn’t ask for angels to rescue 
him or use his own strength to escape. He stayed there for something Satan 
hadn’t expected: by shedding his blood on the cross, he offered forgiveness and 
deliverance from sin to us. We would gain victory over sin, death, and Satan 
through what Jesus did on the cross. Satan didn’t foresee this. But this 
challenge in verses 5 and beyond will return at the cross. 


So, how do we navigate this life?  Today, I wanted to share that, as Paul 
advises in Galatians, we should walk in the Spirit. 


Walk in the Spirit, be led by the Spirit, be led by the Spirit, especially now, 
especially now, when you might find yourself facing a challenge, like the flu, and 
feeling overwhelmed. Be led by the Spirit to walk with the Lord even then. 


Number two, let’s take a moment to remember those little truths that God 
loves us, that we’re part of His family, that we’re accepted, and that He cares for 
us. And even more, because we’ve accepted Jesus Christ as our Savior, He’s 
given us eternal life. This means that no matter what happens to our bodies, 
we’re going to heaven. These kinds of truths are important to remember.


And if you ever forget anything, He remembers you. He’s got you by your 
hand. 


Lord, thank you for your word today. Help us to walk with 
you in the spirit. Help us understand, as we walk with you, how 
you reveal truth to us. Principles that really matter in our 
relationship with you. First, that’s always first, even before we 
obey, it’s always first that we know you. And then secondly, Lord, 
you give us the truth that you shared with us to help us to walk 
with you in every way. In all our ways,  we trust You. Help us to 13

do that, Lord. In Jesus’ name, Amen. Amen.


 Matt. 27:28-31; 39-4410

 Luke 23:3411

 Luke 22:4212

 This is a goal. We will never be perfect in this life. Striving for this goal will always be 13

beneficial to us. If we get off track and we will we can trust the Lord to help us get back on the 
path. 




