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Here are three things I've learned from this Christmas: a father, an old
man, and a dog. While we were putting together the Christmas program the
other night, we were reading the Scriptures, and | was really struck by a line that
made me think of Joseph as a father. I’ll tell you what impressed me so much in
a moment. Later, during one of the temple presentations, | was listening to an
old man. Who would want to listen to an old man? But this old man was just
praising God because he had actually seen the Messiah, the little baby. He was
so grateful for that day. There’s something about that that gives us something to
look forward to. Then there’s this dog. I’'m going to introduce you to him today.
Like many of us, we’ve been sick this holiday season. We’ve had this and that.
But this is a wonderful little dog. His name is Charlie. He can be a handful, but
he also teaches you how to show grace because he just drives you crazy, and
then you go to discipline him, but you look at that face, and the dog just looks at
you, and it takes away a little of your anger, and he teaches you a lot. Well,
Charlie had his leg taken off because of cancer this Christmas.

These Christmas experiences
have given me some insights that |
wanted to share today. Let’s start with
the Father. You can see that |
mentioned Susan because she was
with me when | was looking at this.
When the room was dark on
Christmas Eve during our service, that
little manger scene on the shelf really
stood out beautifully by candlelight. |
thought it would be wonderful to
capture that moment, so | took a
picture, focusing only on the manger
scene, all lit up. It’s not a
masterpiece, but the colors are quite
striking. | posted the picture on
Facebook and invited my friends to our small church, explaining that I'm
pastoring there. I'd love for them to come anytime. | wished them Merry
Christmas from myself and Fellowship Bible Church, and | took them to the
manger scene we had, freely given, with a sign that read, Merry Christmas. It all
came together nicely to create a lovely picture.

Manger Scene on book shelf



That was a real blessing, one of the highlights of our Christmas program.
Debbie, | really enjoyed your singing and playing the songs we were doing. | also
enjoyed listening to the readings. We went through the entire gospel reading of
the Christmas story, and it was such a fun time. | took away some interesting
points from it in my reading.

Matt. 1:18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with
child of the Holy Spirit. 19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not
wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.
20But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy
Spirit. 21And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for
He will save His people from their sins.”

22So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the
Lord through the prophet, saying: 23“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and
bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God
with us.”

24Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him and took to him his wife, 25and did not know her till she had
brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.

Matt. 2:13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until | bring you word; for Herod will seek
the young Child to destroy Him.”

14When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and
departed for Egypt, 15and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of
Egypt | called My Son.”

Matt. 2:19Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Arise, take the young Child
and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young
Child’s life are dead.” 21Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother,
and came into the land of Israel.

22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a
dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. 23And he came and dwelt in a
city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets,
“He shall be called a Nazarene.”



Luke 2:25And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was
Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel,
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26And it had been revealed to him by the
Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.
27S0 he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the
Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, 28he took Him up
in his arms and blessed God and said:

29“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,

According to Your word;

30For my eyes have seen Your salvation

31Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples,

32A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles,

And the glory of Your people Israel.”

33And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were
spoken of Him. 34Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother,
“Behold, this Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a
sign which will be spoken against 35(yes, a sword will pierce through your own
soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”

Let’s talk about Joseph in Matthew 1 and 2, a story we’ve already
explored. Joseph is a man who listens. Remember when the angels appeared to
him in a dream and told him what to do? He listened and followed their
instructions. This is a valuable lesson for any father: to listen to God and obey.
And here’s a deeper insight: a father might have a plan, but God’s word,
speaking directly to him, might tell him to change course. He might want him to
do something different. And just like Joseph, when a father obeys the Lord and
changes his plan, he’s guided by God’s voice. Joseph, you’ve shown us
something truly wonderful. Thank you for teaching us to listen and obey.

As you read Matthew and Luke, you’ll notice Joseph’s character. He’s
gentle yet strong. He doesn’t react with anger but with the strength that the Lord
gives him and directs him, all while being gentle. He was gentle with Mary and
the baby.

So, we’re heading over to Luke. It might be in one of the upcoming slides,
but | really want to get there. I’'m aiming for the second chapter. Actually, I’'m
going to a part that gets close to a fellow named Simeon. That’s chapter 3. Here
we go. As you dive into the story, around verse 33. | want you to catch this. As |
mentioned, it might be in a slide coming up, but this really struck me. | want to
give a shout-out to Joseph. Because we hear several times in the gospel that
Mary treasured in her heart! what was going on. She kept thinking about those
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things and wouldn’t forget them. But she wasn’t alone. Look what it says here in
verse 33. Joseph and his mother marveled at the things spoken of him. You see,
Joseph also treasured in his heart what was happening.

And we see this gentle, but not weak or anything like that. It’s a gentle
spring. So when God tells Joseph, Joseph, you need to take your family now
and go to Egypt. And he immediately responds and goes to Egypt. And there, he
leads his family.

Literally, you know, I’'m looking for something to watch during Christmas
time. And when | look at the TV options you could choose, there wasn’t anything
in those options that had anything to do with the birth of Christ or Christmas. |
don’t want to tell you who the number one character was. You know, poor St.
Nick. | don’t want to tell you about how many Grinches there are. And even
Scrooge, even though that’s a good story in its own way, although it’s a story of
good works, not grace. Listen, the choices get worse after that. They don’t get
better. They get worse. They get stupider. And the characters in them are even
more of a waste of time than ever before. A fellow who knew the Lord, Charles
Schultz, wrote stories of Charlie Brown and Christmas. And he sort of brought
the Christmas child into the story. But the story is hard to find in the popular
offerings.

| dove deeper and discovered programs that connected to the Bible’s
stories about Christmas. There are many animal-based stories about the
Christmas story, and donkeys often play a key role. In several of these stories,
the donkey narrates the Christmas story and gets many details right. However,
they also include a few inaccuracies that make you wonder, “Wait, that didn’t
happen.”

One interesting idea is that Mary gave the innkeeper gold, frankincense,
and myrrh because she didn’t need them. The suggestion is that if you’re truly
spiritual, you don’t need money. These gifts were given by God to these people,
not just given away by a writer with no imagination.2 | often argue with writers,
so when | look at the Christmas story, it’s tough to find stories that are both
mature, true, and spiritually uplifting. You have to search for them, but they’re
there. Most of it seems like just a bunch of nonsense.

2| believe these treasures were used by God for their journey to Egypt and back. They
relocated to Nazareth and set up a carpenters business. They were very practical and God’s
provision.



Here we are at the heart of the Christmas story: God becoming man and
choosing Joseph and his wife to raise this child. | was particularly struck by
Joseph’s character. He was such a wonderful dad! He prepared Jesus with skills
to support himself. A father who invests in his child’s future is truly a good father.
Joseph worked with Jesus, giving him valuable insights into the working world.
As a result, when Jesus spoke with his disciples, he understood their lives, their
work, and their daily routines. He learned these things from Joseph. They
weren’t all carpenters, but they all knew the realities of working for a living and
how God provides through that. Joseph passed on that knowledge to Jesus. |
also appreciate “The Chosen,” which depicts Jesus still working as a carpenter
early in life, highlighting the skill Joseph had instilled in him.

Joseph did something else as well. He didn’t only teach Jesus practical
skills for his livelihood but also this: Deuteronomy 4:9, “Teach them to your
children and to your grandchildren.” That’s exactly what Joseph intended to do.3
We all know Jesus was sinless and perfect. But what about the other children?
We learn that one of Jesus’ half-brothers, Judas, would write a book in the
Bible. We also know that he had another brother named James, who would also
write a book in the Bible. You see, Mary would have continued the practical
truths that Joseph and Mary taught their children and later their grandchildren,
sharing them with the other children.

“Listen, Israel, the Lord our God is one. You should love the Lord your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.”4 That’s
exactly what Jesus taught. He always put truth first, focusing on the heart,
loving God, and walking with Him, not on rituals or what people wrote. Jesus
always brought it back to the Bible’s core principles. Where did he learn that? |
think he learned it from Joseph, Mary, and his Father in Heaven. It’'s no wonder
Jesus uses Deuteronomy to highlight those important principles when he deals
with Satan, both in life and spiritually. Verse 7 says, “You shall teach them
diligently to your children. You shall talk with them as you sit in the house, and
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise up.” This
is who we are, why we do it, and what we’re doing.

It reminded me of our Sunday school discussion today. We were exploring
how to find peace when we don’t have it, and we delved into the practical
aspects. That’s exactly what they were doing here. You can see it when Jesus
teaches. He’s able to impart important insights into our relationships with God,

3 Deut. 6:1-9
4 Deut. 6:4, 5



each other, and our parents. He always highlighted the most crucial points. |
believe he learned this from one of his teachers, Joseph, during their
collaboration. Again, | mentioned | had a slide, but | wanted to make sure you
received it. Joseph and his mother were amazed by the things he spoke of. |
understand how you feel when you gaze at a baby, taking in every detail —the
fingers, toes, eyes—and you’re simply captivated by this tiny being and what it
represents. Joseph and Mary, as they experienced these moments with Jesus,
and Jesus was recognized as the Messiah, he, too, was amazed. It wasn’t just
Mary who cherished these moments in their hearts. | think Joseph did as well.
When Jesus was contemplating his identity, Mary and Joseph shared what they
knew with him. So, | appreciate it. This Christmas, I’m giving special recognition
to Joseph, alright.

Simeon Luke 2:29. “Lord, now you are allowing your servant to leave in
peace, as you have promised.” You see, Simeon would feel right at home in our
church today. He’s quite old, too. And the Lord has blessed him with a long life,
free from the medicines we have today. For my eyes have seen your salvation.
He looks at this little baby and sees that God has provided a savior. That’s
because the Old Testament tells us that this baby, who is about to be born, will
be the savior. He will be the Messiah, the deliverer, and the one who will take
away our sins. When you look at Isaiah chapter 53, chapter 52, you can’t ignore
the cross. It’s there. And this baby he’s seeing is the one who will take away our
sin and save us. You have prepared this for all the people, a light to bring
revelation to the Gentiles.

Oh, this is much more than Judas thought about Jesus. It’s much more
than the Zealots thought about Jesus. It’s not just about Israel. It goes far
beyond the Sadducees, the Pharisees, and even the Essenes, who were living in
the desert. No, Jesus is going to bring light to the whole world, to the glory of
your people, Israel.

Simeon lived a long life and was so happy to see it happen. What can we
learn from that? We’re searching for something. What does it mean towards the
end of the Bible? It says, “Even so, Lord Jesus, come.” That’s where we’re like
Simeon. We’ve seen the cross revealed in the Bible. We’ve seen Pentecost.
We’ve seen what Jesus did. We’ve seen what he’s done for us. We’ve seen that
he’s given us the Spirit. We’ve seen that we’re going to be with Christ. We’re
going to be seated at the right hand of God.5 But maybe we will, and this is true:
every one of us who knows Jesus Christ as our Savior will see the Lord return to
earth again. You may have been raptured. You may have died. And you’ve gone
to be with the Lord in heaven. But when He comes to earth, you’re going to see
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it. And you’re going to be just like Simeon here. “Lord, you’re letting your servant
see this with my own eyes.” And we’re going to be as happy as Simeon was.
Are we looking for the Lord’s return today? Maranatha? Are we looking for it?

Now that | understand the rapture, | know it’s something that has to
happen. | also understand the tribulation. But the thought of the Lord coming to
meet us in the air is something I’m really looking forward to. Will | be one of
those who are still alive when that happens? Or will | be like Paul, who said it’s a
matter of leaving and being with Christ or staying here?¢ Right now, it feels
better to stay here. But he also left to be with the Lord, and he’s been with him
all this time. Maybe we’ll do the same. And when we go to be with the Lord, it’s
going to be far beyond what we could ever imagine. | can’t put it any better than
that. But are we expecting the Lord’s coming? And | guess in that, I’m not trying
to separate that from the rapture. I’'m just trying to say that we’ll get a chance to
see Christ, whether in death or in the rapture, or see him establish his kingdom.
Just like Simeon saw a baby and saw so much more in that baby than we would
have seen. Oh, isn’t that baby cute? You know, we’ve all looked at babies. They
look so weird, actually, but you tell the mother, oh, they’re that cute, you know.
And to us, they are.

What about Charlie? Now, Charlie here, his leg’s
already been removed. And to accept Charlie is now a
matter of grace. The grace happens to us when we just
accept the love, because the dog itself has so much
energy that it can get into trouble in just a few seconds. It’s
hard to believe a dog could have that much energy. This
dog is a strong dog. It could leap and jump over tall fences
and get into all kinds of mischief. Well, this dog has cancer.
And yet, | look at those eyes, and | see a dog. There’s
another picture, whether | have it here or not. He’s walking
and still doing like himself. He’s still that young dog. He’s
already starting to make the adjustment with just three legs. | ask you to pray for
him as he fights cancer.

Now, I’ve come to realize that the question of whether pets go to heaven
is best left unanswered. | once tried to explain it to a group of kids, and most of
them left. (Slight exaggeration) | vowed never to bring it up again, but | know
there are animals in heaven. You know, and | know that God loves each one of
them. If you’ve ever had a pet, you know how much God loves that pet. You’ve
been allowed to love that pet. Remember that dog that used to pick fights with
big dogs, and you had to step in? You get all upset about it, and that dog has no
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business to go after bigger dogs. The owner had to intervene. He is the one
bitten by the bigger dog. Then you go home and try to explain that dog, but it
just keeps doing it. We learn to love our animals, and when we lose them, we
grieve. All | know is that when we get to heaven, whatever we lost here on earth,
God loves it, and we know there are animals up there. We know that God
created all these animals, and he loves each one of them. So | know that God
loves Charlie, and I’ll leave it at that. But please pray for this young dog, and
whether it lives or not, may it teach that family is important.

Here’s a picture of Charlie. Now he’s out walking, and he’s
carrying on. Learn to love people in your life. What are
they trying to teach you? Grace, love. Give Joseph some
credit as a good dad and husband. And like Simeon, let’s
anticipate the Lord’s return. That’s a good thing. Lord,
help us to learn from Christmas. Help us share your word
with our family and loved ones.

Thank you, Lord, for the lessons we gain each year. We
discover new things, and you reveal aspects of our lives
that are truly precious, guiding us through them. These
experiences also enrich our ability to share your love with
others. Some people we love or will learn to love might be
as unpredictable as Charlie, but when we see them, we realize, “Okay,” and we
love them anyway. Help us, Lord, to cherish our roles as dads and grandparents.
Let us be like Joseph, with quiet strength and determination to help our children
lead fulfilling lives and understand the importance of perspective in living with
God and with others. Help us appreciate the wisdom of an older man, who sees
beyond a baby to recognize that this child is destined to be the Savior, the light
to the world, and he remains that today because God so loved the world that He
gave His only Son, so that anyone, anywhere, can have eternal life, not perish.
Help us, Lord, to learn these truths. In Jesus’ name, amen. | hope you had a
wonderful Christmas. New Year’s Eve is just around the corner, and we’ll hold
our New Year’s service at 6 o’clock. You can pick up our missionaries’
newsletters on the chair as you leave. If I’'m short on copies, I'll print more, so
have a fantastic day!




